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IOWA CITY & CEDAR RAPIDS MLS

Teresa Horton
Broker/Owner

563-889-9119

The Area’s Most Experienced Real Estate Team

http://WWW.CSHOMESIOWA.COM
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CORNERSTONE REAL ESTATE CONSULTANTS

THE DIFFERENCE IS “RESULTS”!

Formerly Jan Dendinger Real Estate • 311 Cedar St., Tipton, IA • 563-886-2679

SOLD
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CORNERSTONE REAL ESTATE CONSULTANTS

SUBDIVISIONS, LOTS, ACREAGES & COMMERCIAL

2 Lots E. 5th St.,
Tipton $41,000

WHAT  ARE WE ABLE TO DO FOR 
COMMERCIAL PROPERTIES THAT NO 

ONE ELSE IN TOWN DOES? 
• 3 MLSs - IOWA CITY - CEDAR RAPIDS & QUAD CITIES

• MEMBERS OF EASTERN IOWA COMMERCIAL MLS
• UPGRADED EXPOSURE ON THE 3 LARGESTEST

 NATIONAL BUSINESS/COMMERCIAL 
WEBSITES - CREXI - LOOPNET & COSTAR
• ON MULTIPLE OTHER COMMERCIAL & 

INVESTER BASED WEBSITES
• HISTORY OF NETWORKING WITH 

MULTIPLE BUSINESSES
• AGENTS EXPERIENCED WITH COMMERCIAL SALES

SUNRISE ESTATES PHASE 10 LOCA-
TION! LOCATION! LOCATION! RARE 
BUILDING LOTS BORDERING CITY 

PARK, AQUATIC CENTER, BASEBALL 
DIAMONDS & SOCCER FIELDS. CITY 
OF TIPTON IS OFFERING 100% TAX 

ABATEMENT ON NEW 
CONSTRUCTION FOR 7 YEARS!!

1007 PARKVIEW LN., 
TIPTON. 
$50,000

Kim Harmel
Realtor

563-210-6792

5.2 Acres 
 1692 Baker Ave.

West Branch $198,000

LOT 1 - $53,000 • LOT 2- $53,000 • LOT 3 - $56,000    LOT 4 - $47,000
LOT 5 - $54,000  •  LOT 6 - $55,000 • LOT 7 - $55,000   LOT 8 - $57,000 • LOT 9 - $54,000

Jerry Bumgarner
Salesperson

319-361-1554

FOR RENT
Corner - Commercial for office 

for rent!! Great Cedar St 
Location with windowfrontage!! 

Welcoming reception area. 
Large private office area.

 Shared kitchenette. High speed 
internet available for $25/mo.

602 Orange St, Tipton, $235,000 
4 BR, 3 BA, This spacious zero-entry house has something for everyone. The house has a large 

living room and a main floor family room/sun room. The dining room is large enough for a family 
table. The main floor has 2 spacious bedrooms and 2 bathrooms. The primary bedroom has a 

walk-in closet and private bath. In the Lower level there is a third NON-conforming bedroom, 
family room, full bath and LOTS of storage. The LL is stubbed for an additional kitchen or bath. 

Outside, the lot has plenty of shade for the hot summer days and a fenced yard. The property 
has a garden shed for outdoor storage. This property is sold in AS-IS condition.

NEW LISTING

SOLD

ALL PUBLIC NOTICES CAN BE FOUND AT IOWAPUBLICNOTICES.COM
City of West Branch

       Salaries 2025	
Bailey, Paul		  $53,990.08
Barrett, Ben 		 $2,825.00
Brick, Gerry	  	 $11,463.82
Brick, Leslie		  $40,066.11
Brown, Jessica	 $52,937.37
Buol, Mary 		  $18,373.00
Case, Taylor		  $52,968.25
Chiles, Branden  	 $1,465.00
Cilek, Logan	  	 $3,380.00
Cochran, Craig	  $1,500.00
Cotterill, Daniel	 $16,808.70
Dean, Thomas	  $3,273.24
Dorsey, Ryan		
$85,511.55
Essington, Natalie	 $6160.00
Finnegan, Andrew	 $75,225.32
Friis, Alycia		  $31,780.43
Gongora, Jose	  $1530.00
Goodale, Harrison	 $22,148.33
Goodale, Matt	  $88,060.83
Graham, Nathaniel	 $3,525.00
Hall, Gregory		 $94,770.00 
Havlik-Smith, Tanya	 $1,180.00 
Heick, Daniel	 	 $455.00 
Heick, Sandra	  $120.00
Hills, Matthew	  $5,440.00
Hills, Nathan		 $100.00
Horihan, Michael	 $2,423.24
Knoche, Rebecca	 $150.72
Kofoed, Adam	 $110,180.33
Korsmo, Katrina	  $39,145.60
Kusick, Michael	  $190.00
Laughlin, Erin	 $59,940.43
Laughlin, Roger	  $5,222.28
Lewis, Eric		  $1,050.00 
Longlett, Brad	 $86,951.89
McFarland, Clinton	 $2,235.00
Milder, Gary	  	 $65.00 
Miller, Colton	 $2,423.24
Niles, Hunter		 $425.00
Norfleet, Keaton	 $510.00
Powers, Alysia	 $6,155.00
Powers, Daniel	  $4,250.00 
Rushton, Gabriella	 $45.00 
Schafer, Jessica	  $58,634.33
Schutte, Chad	  $2,265.00
Schutte, Trenton	 $230.00
Schutte, Trey		 $1,350.96
Sexton, Jerry	 	 $2,423.24
Simon, Kobe		 $54,065.75 
Steen, Catherine	 $91,099.17
Stoolman, Jodee 	 $2,005.44
Stoolman, Kevin	 $15,805.00
Tisinger, Cole	 $830.00
Tisinger, Kyle	 $1,105.00
Tisinger, Matthew	 $5,565.00 
Tisinger, Paxton	 $3,945.00
Trimpe, Gabriel	 $30,601.54
Van Auken, Heidi	 $76,515.56
Gross Total Payroll 	 $1,306,350.75

WBT 2

West Branch city 
council

(The following is a synopsis of the min-
utes of the West Branch City Council 
meeting. A video recording is available 
for inspection at westbranchiowa.org.  
The minutes are not approved until the 
next regularly sched-uled City Council 
meeting.)   
West Branch, Iowa; City Council; 
January 5, 2026
Council Chambers; Regular Meeting; 
7:00 p.m.
Mayor Laughlin called the West Branch 
City Coun-cil regular meeting to order 
at 7:00 p.m.  
Roll call: Council members present; 
Colton Miller , Mike Horihan, Jerry 
Sexton, Chantry Noel and Tom Dean.
City Staff present: City Administrator 
Adam Kofoed, City Clerk Alycia Friis, 
Public Works Director Matt Goodale, 
Parks and Rec Director Erin Laughlin, 
and City Lawyer Kevin Olsen. 
Attending via Zoom: Finance Officer 
Heidi Van Auken, Library Director 
Jessie Shaffer, and City Engineer Dave 
Schechinger
APPROVE THE AGENDA
Motion to Approve the Agenda made by 
Dean, 2nd by Miller.  Motion carried on 
a voice vote.
APPROVE CONSENT AGENDA
Approve Minutes from the December 15, 
2025 City Council meeting.
Special Event Permit – White Pumpkin 
Annual Warehouse Sale
Approve November Financials
Approve Mayor’s Annual Appointments
Approve Appointments/Reappointments 
to various Boards and Commissions
Approve LL Pelling’s 2026 Sealcoat 
Pricing
Approve Claims for January 5, 2026.
EXPENDITURES - 1/5/2026	
ALTORFER-SKID LOADER 
REPAIR-240.60 
AMAZON.COM-VARIOUS ITEMS – 
LIBRARY-301.90 
AT & T MOBILITY-WIRELESS 
SERVICE-212.64 
COMPASS MINERALS-SALT FOR 
STREETS-7,011.33 
CROELL-SAND FOR STREETS-158.87 
DORSEY & WHITNEY-2025 BOND 
LEGAL SER-VICES-17,041.50 
GOERDT INSPECTION-BLDG 
INSPECTIONS-1,302.00 
IOWA ONE CALL-UTILITY LOCATION 
SERVICE-71.10 
OMNISITE-SEWER WIRELESS ALARM 
SERVICE-756.00 
OVERDRIVE-DIGITAL & AUDIO 
BOOKS-832.75 
PUTNAM MUSEUM & IMAX-LIBRARY 
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP-100.00 
SMITH FERTILIZER & GRAIN-SALT 
TREAT-MENT – PW-944.19 
STATE INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTS-
CHEMICALS-265.62 
THE HOME DEPOT PRO-HAND SOAP 
– LI-BRARY-44.70 
VEENSTRA & KIMM-MULTIPLE 
PROJECTS-33,449.60 
TOTAL--62,732.80 
REGULAR PAYROLL - 12/19/2025--
68,821.96 
REGULAR PAYROLL - 1/2/2026--
60,189.79 
PAYROLL-WAGES, TAXES, EMPLOYEE 
BENE-FITS--129,011.75
PAID BETWEEN MEETINGS
AMAZON.COM-BOOKS – 
LIBRARY-101.82 
ARNOLD MOTOR SUPPLY-POWER 
SERVICE – FIRE-16.78 
CEDAR COUNTY COOP-FUEL – FIRE-
1,920.33 
CORRIDOR ENERGY-STREET 
LIGHTS-330.50 
CULLIGAN WATER TECH-WATER 
SOFTENER SERVICE-30.49 
HEIMAN FIRE EQUIPMENT-PANTS, 
COATS & BOOTS – FIRE-15,047.72 
HOOVER PRES FOUNDATION-
ASSISTANCE FOR CAT GRANT-
10,000.00 
HOTSY CLEANING SYSTEMS-MISC 
PARTS & CLEANING – FIRE-1,728.20 
LIBERTY COMMUNICATIONS-LIBERTY 
COM-MUNICATIONS-1,453.29 
MISCELLANEOUS VENDOR-JEN 
THOMAS: TH REIMBURSMENT-30.00 
MOPPY MO'S-JANITORIAL SERVICES 
– FIRE-17.50 
OASIS ELECTRIC-RETRO FIT LIGHTS 
& LEDS – LIBR-2,199.37 
OLSON, KEVIN D-LEGAL SERVICES - 
DECEM-BER 2025-1,500.00 
PLUNKETT'S PEST CONTROL-PEST 
CONTROL - CITY OFFICE-62.50 
SCHAFER, JESSICA-MILEAGE 
REIMBURSMENT – SCHAFER-23.10 
STATE HYGIENIC LAB-LAB 
ANALYSIS-1,261.50 
VAN AUKEN, HEIDI-MILEAGE 
REIMBURSE-MENT-206.22 
ALTORFER-VARIOUS PARTS – 
PW-176.52 
AMAZON.COM-VARIOUS ITEMS - 
LIBRARY, PD-297.57 
BOOMERANG-CEDAR JOHNSON RD 
PAY EST 7--174,851.52 
CEDAR COUNTY AUDITOR-
CITY/SCHOOL ELECTION 
SERVICES-1,087.46 
CEDAR COUNTY COOP-FUEL – 

Cedar county board
BOARD PROCEEDINGS
(FOLLOWING IS A SYNOPSIS OF 
MINUTES.FULL TEXT OF DAY’S 
MINUTES ARE AVAILABLE FOR 
INSPECTION AT AUDITOR’S OFFICE 
OR ON OUR WEBSITE—WWW.
CEDARCOUNTY.IOWA.GOV)
TIPTON, IOWA
December 16, 2025
Cedar County Board of Supervisors met 
in regular session at 8:30 a.m. December 
16, 2025 with following members present: 
Bixler, Gaul, Kaufmann, and Chairperson 
Bell.  Barnhart absent.  Minutes reported 
by Deputy Auditor Hamdorf.  Members of 
public were also present. 
Board viewed correspondence from vari-
ous agencies.
It noted following Handwritten 
Disbursement issued on 12/12/2025 to 
Cedar County Treasurer for Benefits, 
Inc. for an electronic deposit:  #444421 
for $4,163.46-self funded medical claims.
Moved by Kaufmann seconded by Bixler 
to amend agenda to add action on public 
hearing for FY26 Budget Amendment and 
Appropriation Resolution.
Ayes: All 
Absent: Barnhart
Moved by Kaufmann seconded by Gaul 
to approve agenda with amendments.
Ayes: All
Absent: Barnhart
Chairperson Bell addressed public for 
comments.  There were none.
Moved by Gaul seconded by Bixler to 
approve Board Minutes of December 
9, 2025.
Ayes: All
Absent: Barnhart
Moved by Bixler seconded by Kaufmann 
to approve Payroll Disbursements 
#203642-203787 for period ending 
12/6/25 and to be paid on 12/12/25.
Ayes: All
Absent: Barnhart
Board reported on Outreach/Committee 
Meetings they attended.  
At 8:45 a.m. EMS Director Dinsch 
provided Board with pay grades for 
Paramedic and EMT.  These pay grades 
were reviewed by HR Attorney Galloway.  
Discussion held on 12-hour vs 24-hour 
shifts.
Moved by Gaul seconded by Bixler to 
approve pay grade 14-Paramedic and 
12-EMS.
Ayes: All
Absent: Barnhart
Linda Hansen of Volunteer Services 
of Cedar County met with Board for 
a FY26/27 funding review. No decision 
made.
Don Roth of Wilton Chamber & 
Development Alliance met with Board for 
a FY26/27 funding review.  No decisions 
were made.
Michelle Turner, Limestone Bluffs 
Resource Conservation & Development 
Executive Director met with Board for a 
FY25/26 funding review.  No decision 
made.
Mike Dauber, Medical Examiner met with 
Board for a FY26/27 Medical Examiner 
budget review.  No decision made.
Kristine Bullock, Director Workplace 
Learning Center met with Board for 
FY26/27 funding review.  No decision 
made.
At 10:30 a.m. a public hearing for 
FY25/26 County Budget Amendment 
held.  Finance Director Dauber, Public 
Health Director Wagaman, Community 
Services Director Tischuk, Environmental 
& Zoning Director LaRue, EMA Director 
Brown, Veterans Affairs Service Officer 
Hamann, Treasurer Delaney, upcoming 
Conservation Director Petersen, Attorney 
Blank, Auditor Welch, Recorder Bahnsen, 
and EMS Director Dinsch were present.
Moved by Kaufmann seconded by 

Cedar county board
BOARD PROCEEDINGS
(FOLLOWING IS A SYNOPSIS OF 
MINUTES.FULL TEXT OF DAY’S 
MINUTES ARE AVAILABLE FOR 
INSPECTION AT AUDITOR’S OFFICE 
OR ON OUR WEBSITE—WWW.

PW-1,614.48 
COPELAND, ROBERT & LEZLEE-
RETAINING WALL PAYMENT-17,000.00 
EOCENE ENVIRONMENTAL GROUP-
WIDENING WAPSI CREEK-5,522.69 
FUSIONSITE MIDWEST-SNOWBALL 
SPRINT BATHROOM - P&R-126.50 
GRIEBAHN INDUSTRIES-NAME PLATE 
- COUNCIL NOEL-28.00 
HAWKINS-CHEMICALS-3,041.21 
HI-LINE-SHOP SUPPLIES – PW-123.62 
HOME-FRONT PROP SERVICE-
FURNITURE REPAIR – 
LIBRARY-156.45 
HY-VEE-ART GUILD WREATH CLASS 
- P&R-240.00 
JOHN DEERE FINANCIAL-CHAINS – 
PW-63.45 
LARK LAND-WATER VALVE 
REIMBURSE-MENT-2,400.00 
MAINSTAY SYSTEMS OF IOWA-
PATRON LAP-TOP – LIBRARY-700.00 
PAPAS TRUCK & TRAILER-DUMP 
TRUCK RE-PAIR – PW-1,234.80 
PETERSON CONTRACTORS-WAPSI 
CREEK WIDE PAY EST 2-324,462.77 
POLICE LEGAL SCIENCES-LEGAL 
TRAINING 2025-POLICE-610.00 
QUILL CORP-OFFICE SUPPLIES – 
CITY-109.29 
SISCO-HEALTH CLAIMS 12-22-2025-
39.76 
STERICYCLE-SHREDDING 
SERVICES-99.35 
US BANK CORPORATE CARD-CREDIT 
CARD PURCHASES-4,334.88 
VERIZON WIRELESS-VERIZON 
WIRELESS-424.81 
HANSEN, TRACY-WAPSI PERPETUAL 
EASE-MENT-14,465.00 
L & L RENTALS-WAPSI PERPETUAL 
EASE-MENT-12,200.00 
LYNCH'S PLUMBING-WAPSI 
PERPETUAL EASEMENT	-2,218.00 
ROOD, RANDY-WAPSI PERPETUAL 
EASE-MENT-3,495.00 
TUTTLE, PETER-WAPSI PERPETUAL 
EASE-MENT-7,239.00 
COMMERCIAL RECREATION-CUBBY 
PARK SHADES-18,965.00 
MEDIACOM-CABLE SERVICES	
-41.90 
SISCO-HEALTH CLAIMS 12-12-2025-
113.28 
SISCO-HEALTH CLAIMS 12-15-2025-
269.00 
UMB BANK-BOND FEE-750.00 
METLIFE-INSURANCE 
PREMIUM-2,350.19 
SISCO-INSURANCE PREMIUM	
-15,517.61 
TOTAL--652,298.43 
GRAND TOTAL 
EXPENDITURES--844,042.98 
FUND TOTALS
001   GENERAL FUND-117,508.97 
022   CIVIC CENTER-61.25 
031   LIBRARY-12,182.07 
110   ROAD USE TAX-21,781.62 
112   TRUST AND AGENCY-40,056.16 
226   DEBT SERVICE-750.00 
321   WIDENING WAPSI CREEK-
391,947.06 
324   WW TREATMENT FAC-104,612.81 
331   CEDAR JOHNSON RD RECON-
106,705.46 
332   W MAIN ST IMPROVE-8,520.75 
600   WATER FUND-20,710.75 
610   SEWER FUND-18,169.84 
740   STORM WATER UTILITY-1,036.24 
GRAND FUND TOTAL--844,042.98
REVENUE-FISCAL YEAR 2025	
FUND - NOVEMBER 
001  GENERAL FUND-146,232.67 
022  CIVIC CENTER-820.00 
031  LIBRARY-207.30 
036  TORT LIABILITY-3,883.63 
110  ROAD USE TAX-29,853.24 
112  TRUST & AGENGY-15,760.50 
125  TIF-4,293.68 
126  TIF LMI MEADOWS PT 4--551.98 
226  DEBT SERVICE-10,492.78 
300  CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT 
RESERVE-4,411.38 
500  CEMETERY PERPETUAL FUND-
1,837.21 
600  WATER FUND-87,482.15 
610  SEWER FUND-100,628.77 
740  STORM WATER UTILITY	
-6,412.50 
TOTAL--412,867.79
Motion by Dean, second by Horihan to 
approve the Consent agenda.  AYES: 
Dean, Horihan, Sexton, Miller, Noel. 
NAYS: None. Motion carried. 
PRESENTATIONS / 
COMMUNICATIONS / OPEN FORUM 
Resident Sally Peck, asked the ques-
tion of when the agenda was posted 
the previous week.  It was shared that 
it was posted on Friday afternoon with 
the website upload being at 1:00pm on 
Friday the 2nd.
Resident Steve Miller stated that he had 
a few questions/concerns with the park-
ing zones on N 4th St.  He was asked 
to save those for discussion during 8e. 
Ordianance 834.
Residents Erin Laughlin and Ed Larew 
discussed the issues with the sewer 
line on Thomas Drive.  This line has 
been identified to be laid very flat, which 
causes issues off and on throughout the 
year.  Laughlin has lived in her home on 
Thomas Drive for 7 years and Larew has 
lived in his home for 42 years, stating 
that this has been an issue during each 
time frame.  Larew stated that he has 
had Lynch Plumbing 6 times to address 
issues over the last 18 months and feels 
that the issue is escalat-ing, since the 
issues are usually much more spread 
out.  Larew stated that there would be 
some of his line that would need repair 
on the residential side, but that there 
would also be repair/design work needed 
on the City side of the line to alleviate 
these issues.  Public Works Director 
Goodale shared that he has looked at 
this issue as well and agreed that there 
needs to be some work done on this 
Sewer line.  He stated that to begin with 
he could have this area televised to start 
possible work list for estimation of cost 
for a project on this sewer line.
PUBLIC HEARING / NON-CONSENT 
AGENDA
Resolution 2026-01 Approval of the 
Annual Agree-ment in the Amount of 
$11,140 with the US Geolog-ical Survey 
for the Ongoing Operation and Mainte-
nance of the Streamflow Gaging  located 
on the Wapsinonoc Creek at College 
Street./ Move to Action.
Motion by Dean, second by Miller to 
approve Reso-lution 2026-01.  AYES: 
Dean, Miller, Noel, Hori-han.  NAYS: 
Sexton. Motion carried.
Resolution 2026-02 Authorizing the 
Finance Officer or City Clerk to pay 
certain bills prior to the City Council’s 
approval./ Move to Action.
Motion by Miller, second by Horihan to 
approve Resolution 2026-02.  AYES: 
Miller, Horihan, Sexton, Dean, Noel.  
NAYS: None. Motion carried.
Resolution 2026-03 Approving a 
Contract with Jamie Tucker for 
Cubby Park Concession Sales and 
Management for 2026./ Move to Action.
The Contract has the same terms as 
previous con-tracts for Cubby Park 
Concession Sales and Man-agement, 
with the addition of a $40.00 restocking 
fee to be paid to Jamie in the event that 
a tournament has been cancelled late.
Motion by Sexton, second by Miller to 
approve Resolution 2026-03.  AYES: 
Sexton, Miller, Hori-han, Noel, Dean. 
NAYS: None.  Motion carried.
Resolution 2025-141 Resolution direct-
ing the Finance Officer to Certify Tax 
Increment Financing Debt to the Cedar 
County Auditor with corrections./ Move 
to Action 
With the current Urban Renewal plan, 
KBH – the West Branch Dental office is 
not designated on the map.  This has 
to be corrected and recorded with the 
County in order to be listed on the TIF 
report and begin with TIF payments.  
This will be corrected and added in order 
to start TIF payments during the 2028 

tax year.
Motion by Sexton, second by Dean to 
approve Reso-lution 2025-141.  AYES: 
Sexton, Dean, Noel, Hori-han, Miller. 
NAYS: None.  Motion carried.
First Reading of Ordinance 834 
Amending Chapter 69 – No Parking 
Zones./ Move to Action.
Resident Steve Miller presented that with 
the current Ordinance Chapter 69.08 
(15)(c), item 1, it states that parking 
is allowed at, “The west side of North 
Fourth Street from the north curb line of 
East Main Street to a point north approx-
imately 120 feet”.  He stated that this 
cuts off approximately 18’ at the North 
end of this area and requested that we 
also make a change to the Ordinance 
to change this footage to 140 feet within 
this item.  Motion was made to change 
this item in the Ordinance from 120 
feet to 140 feet by Sexton, Second by 
Dean.  AYES: Sexton, Dean, Noel, Miller, 
Horihan. Motion by Sexton, second by 
Dean to approve the First Reading of 
Ordinance 834 with the above added 
amendment.  AYES:  Sexton, Dean, 
Noel, Miller, Horihan. NAYS: None.  
Motion carried.
Discussion/Move to Action – None
CITY ADMINISTRATOR REPORT – 
Kofoed stated that the city is needing 
a Council member or 2 to help with 
the Community Improve-ment Plan 
Committee in February.  Their attend-
ance and participation would ensure that 
the Coun-cil objectives are being met 
along with the commu-nities.  Council 
member Dean and Mayor Laughlin 
agreed to be a part of the Committee.
CITY ATTORNEY REPORT – 
Attorney Olson shared with the Council 
that he has moved forward with the 
Municipal Infraction ac-tions for the 
house on Main Street to ensure that 
clean up work is started.
CITY ENGINEER REPORT – 
Channel widening project update – PCI 
is off for a bit and Maxwell is working on 
utility movement and layout.  The Waste 
Water Treatment Plant project has been 
closed out.  Cedar-Johnson Road project 
update – Boomerang is looking to come 
in this week to replace some wooden 
fence on the East side of the road.  
There is also some work being done to 
look at the pooling water on the road and 
what is needed to correct it.
STAFF REPORTS- 
Public Works will be removing the 
Christmas lights through downtown this 
week.  They are also pump-ing water 
that has been leaking into Tim Stools 
yard and where the issue is stemming 
from.  Public Works will work to put the 
No Parking signs back up along the East 
side of Cedar-Johnson Road.  They will 
also be working on removing dead trees 
around Cubby Park.
COMMENTS FROM MAYOR AND 
COUNCIL MEMBERS – Mayor Laughlin 
shared that there is work being done job 
descriptions for a Fire Chief from other 
Cities to work on finalizing a job descrip-
tion with the help of Chief Stoolman, 
for the City of West Branch.  Following 
completion of the job description, this 
position will be posted and open to start 
the process of finding a new Fire Chief 
in time to have some overlap and train-
ing time with Chief Stoolman before he 
retires.
A question was brought up about a porta 
potty being on Northside Drive.  After 
talking to the owner, it was shared that 
there is some major renovation work 
being done on the inside of the house 
and this is there, just during this work.  It 
will be removed upon completion. 
ADJOURNMENT
Motion to adjourn by Miller, second 
by Sexton.  Motion carried on a voice 
vote.  City Council meet-ing adjourned 
at 7:47 p.m.
 _______________
Roger Laughlin, Mayor  
ATTEST: 
_________________              
Alycia Friis, City Clerk 
WBT 2

Bixler to approve FY25/26 County 
Budget Amendment and Appropriation 
Resolution.
Ayes: All
Absent: Barnhart
Finance Director Dauber discussed 
with Board memo to department heads 
regarding budgets.  
Moved by Kaufmann seconded by Bixler 
to use 2.8% as a set point for COLA 
and adjust as needed during budgeting 
process.
Ayes: All
Absent: Barnhart
Moved by Kaufmann seconded by Bell to 
approve right of way contracts for HDP-
C016(114)--6B-16.
Lori E Nelson & James D Fuller
Permanent Easement of .64 Acres for 
$3,573.02
Total--$3,573.02
Ayes: All
Absent: Barnhart
Phil Waniorek, Benefits, Inc met with 
Board to discuss benefits.  Assessor 
Dauber, Public Health Director 
Wagaman, Community Services 
Director Tischuk, Environmental & 
Zoning Director LaRue, EMA Director 
Brown, Veterans Affairs Service Officer 
Hamann, Treasurer Delaney, upcoming 
Conservation Director Petersen, Attorney 
Blank, Auditor Welch, Recorder Bahnsen, 
Deputy Auditor Driscoll and EMS Director 
Dinsch were present.  Waniorek asked 
Board who he is to communicate with as 
someone directly contacted insurance 
company.  Kaufmann said Board has 
heard complaints about communication 
issues.  Waniorek said if anyone has 
any issues to contact him directly via cell 
phone.  Kaufmann told Waniorek to have 
a conversation with Auditor’s office to fix 
communication issues.  Waniorek asked 
again who he needed to talk to regarding 
issues.  Consensus of Board to have him 
contact Nicki or Angela.
Moved by Gaul seconded by Bixler 
to authorize Chairperson Bell to sign 
Blue Cross Blue Sheid renewal at 7.5% 
increase.
Ayes: All
Absent: Barnhart
Moved by Kaufmann seconded by Bixler 
to authorize Chairperson Bell to sign 
Administrative Services Proposal.
Ayes: All
Absent: Barnhart
Moved by Bixler seconded by Bell to 
adjourn at 12:09 p.m., to December 23, 
2025.
Ayes: All

Absent: Barnhart
Jon Bell, Chairperson

Nicki Welch, Auditor 
WBT 2

CEDARCOUNTY.IOWA.GOV)
TIPTON, IOWA
December 23, 2025
Cedar County Board of Supervisors met 
in regular session at 8:30 a.m. December 
23, 2025 with following members present: 
Bixler, Barnhart, Gaul, Kaufmann, and 
Chairperson Bell.  Minutes reported by 
Deputy Auditor Hamdorf.  Members of 
public were also present. 
Board viewed correspondence from vari-
ous agencies.
It noted following Handwritten 
Disbursement issued on 12/19/2025 to 
Cedar County Treasurer for Benefits, 
Inc. for an electronic deposit:  #444555 
for $2,665.25-self funded medical claims.
Moved by Bixler seconded by Barnhart to 
approve agenda.
Ayes: All
Chairperson Bell addressed public for 
comments.  There were none.
Moved by Gaul seconded by Kaufmann 
to approve Board Minutes of December 
16, 2025.
Ayes: All
Abstain: Barnhart
Moved by Barnhart seconded by Bixler to 
approve Claim Disbursements #444422 - 
#444554 paid on 12/18/2025.
Ayes: All
Board reported on Outreach/Committee 
Meetings they attended.  
Discussion held on Dental rates.  Auditor 
Welch provided a handout using a broker 
and directly with Delta Dental.  Bixler said 
he not impressed with Phil Waniorek’s 
speech last week.  Gaul said communi-
cation is a big issue.  General discussion 
held on using a broker and going directly 
to Delta Dental.  Welch informed Board 
she proposed without using a broker as 
she feels comfortable doing so.  Bell said 
we can try for a year and see if employ-
ees have any issues.
Moved by Gaul seconded by Bixler to 
allow Auditor’s Office to handle Delta 
Dental renewal.
Ayes: All
Discussion held on Flex Benefits.  
Currently we have 11 employees enrolled 
in Flex Benefits.  Discussion held on 
debit cards using a bank versus an app.  
EMS Director Dinsch explained his past 
experience with Flex is ease of use and 
with complaints he’s heard he is terri-
fied to file his claims for year.  Bell said 
employees are dwindling and asked if it 
is worth continuing.  Community Services 
Director Tischuk feels Flex Benefits is 
a great benefit and has no issues, but 
employees need to be educated on how 
they work.  No decisions were made and 
will continue later in meeting.    
Maria Olsen, Executive Secretary for 
Community Foundation of Cedar County 
met with Board to request funding for 
FY26/27.  No decision made.
Daisy Wingert, Jeff Kaufmann and Bill 
Muhs representing Pioneer Cemetery 
Commission met with Board for FY26/27 
funding review.  No decision made.
Marsha Howe and Jim Koch representing 

Historical Society, met with Board to pres-
ent FY26/27 budget.  No decision made. 
Moved by Gaul seconded by Kaufmann 
to approve a utility permit for Alliant 
Energy near Sunbury area and $100 
fee applies.
Ayes: All
Members of Opioid Committee Public 
Health Program Coordinator Randolph, 
Chief Deputy Knoche, and EMS Director 
Dinsch all met with Board.  Knoche asked 
to purchase a Drug Terminator for $6,000.  
Randolph asked to purchase a Harm 
Reduction Vending Machine pending a 
quote but would like to see sharps con-
tainers, wound care kits, Narcan, hygiene 
items, condoms, Your Life Iowa handouts, 
gun locks and any other suggestions 
placed inside machine.  Randolph will 
report back to Board when she receives 
quotes.  Dinsch would like to change 
purchase of 4 narcotic safes from EMS 
budget to Opioid budget.  Dinsch also 
would like to purchase buprenorphine 
and ask other ambulance agencies within 
Cedar County if they would like to utilize 
opioid funds to purchase buprenorphine.   
A funding request form will be drafted.  
Also, Board has been invited to attend 
next Opioid meeting at 8:30 a.m. on 
January 21, 2026.
Moved by Kaufmann seconded by Bell 
to approve purchase of Drug Terminator.
Ayes: All
Moved by Bixler seconded by Barnhart 
to approve 4 narcotic safes from Opioid 
budget and not EMS budget.
Ayes: All
Moved by Barnhart seconded by 
Kaufmann to approve funding request to 
other ambulance agencies within Cedar 
County for purchase of buprenorphine.
Ayes: All
Discussion regarding Flex Benefits con-
tinued.  Gaul felt that we should stay 
with Benefits Inc. while Bell agrees and 
says we should go with per employee 
rate and have them educate employees 
about benefits of Flex Benefits.  Recorder 
Bahnsen said we should try a new com-
pany as communication is terrible and 
site isn’t user friendly.  Discussion held.
Moved by Bixler seconded by Kaufmann 
to continue with Benefits, Inc. for Flex 
Benefits although presentation, quality 
and communication need to increase with 
high expectations or will look elsewhere 
for next year.
Ayes: All
Finance Director Dauber called into 
Boardroom to discuss ARPA funds.  
Board wanted to verify all funds that were 
allocated by end of year as directed.  
Dauber agreed that all funds were allo-
cated.
Moved by Bixler seconded by Gaul to 
adjourn at 11:12 a.m., to December 30, 
2025.
Ayes:  All

Jon Bell, Chairperson
Nicki Welch, Auditor 
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Cedar county board
BOARD PROCEEDINGS
(FOLLOWING IS A SYNOPSIS OF 
MINUTES.FULL TEXT OF DAY’S 
MINUTES ARE AVAILABLE FOR 
INSPECTION AT AUDITOR’S OFFICE 
OR ON OUR WEBSITE—WWW.
CEDARCOUNTY.IOWA.GOV)
TIPTON, IOWA
December 30, 2025
Cedar County Board of Supervisors met 
in regular session at 8:30 a.m. December 
30, 2025 with following members pres-
ent: Bixler, Barnhart, Gaul, Kaufmann, 
and Chairperson Bell. Minutes reported 
by Deputy Auditor Hamdorf. Members of 
public were also present. 
Board viewed correspondence from vari-
ous agencies.
Moved by Gaul seconded by Bixler to 
approve agenda.
Ayes: All
Chairperson Bell addressed public for 
comments. There were none.
Moved by Barnhart seconded by 
Kaufmann to approve Board Minutes of 
December 23, 2025.
Ayes: All
Moved by Bixler seconded by Gaul to 
approve Payroll Disbursements #203788 
– 203938 for period ending 12/20/2025 
and to be paid on 12/26/2025.
Ayes: All
Board reported on Outreach/Committee 
Meetings they attended.
Representative Kaufmann and Senator 
Gruenhagen met with Board to dis-
cuss legislative update. Public Health 
Director Wagaman, Treasurer Delaney, 
Conservation Director Petersen, 
Veterans Service Officer Hamann, Sheriff 
Wethington, Chief Deputy Knoche, 
Recorder Bahnsen, Attorney Blank, 
Auditor Welch, EMS Director Dinsch, 
EMA Director Brown and Engineer 
Fangmann were in attendance. Board 
of Supervisors and Department heads 
brought concerns up to legislators for 
discussion.
Moved by Gaul seconded by Bixler to 
adjourn at 10:05 a.m., to January 2, 2026.
Ayes: All

Jon Bell, Chairperson
Nicki Welch, Auditor

WBT 2

Cedar county board
BOARD PROCEEDINGS
(FOLLOWING IS A SYNOPSIS OF 
MINUTES.FULL TEXT OF DAY’S 
MINUTES ARE AVAILABLE FOR 
INSPECTION AT AUDITOR’S OFFICE 
OR ON OUR WEBSITE—WWW.
CEDARCOUNTY.IOWA.GOV)
TIPTON, IOWA
January 2, 2026
Cedar County Board of Supervisors met 
in regular session at 8:30 a.m. January 
2, 2026 with following members present: 
Bixler, Barnhart, Gaul, Kaufmann, and 
Chairperson Bell. Minutes were reported 
by Auditor Welch.  Members of public 
were also present. 
Board viewed correspondence from vari-
ous agencies.
Moved by Gaul seconded by Bixler to 
approve agenda.
Ayes: All
Bell turned meeting over to Auditor 
Welch.  Auditor Welch called meeting 
to order and asked for a secret ballot 
for position of Chairperson.  By results 
of balloting, Auditor Welch determined 
Bell is Chairperson for 2026.  Auditor 
Welch asked for a secret ballot for posi-
tion of Chairperson Pro Tem.  By results 
of balloting, Auditor Welch determined 
Kaufmann is Chairperson Pro Tem for 
2026.
Moved by Barnhart seconded by 
Kaufmann to hold 2026 Board meetings 
on every Tuesday at 8:30am. 
Ayes: All
Chairperson Bell addressed public for 
comments.  There were none.
Moved by Barnhart seconded by Gaul 
to approve Board Minutes of December 
30, 2025.
Ayes: All
Moved by Kaufmann seconded by 
Barnhart to renew a 12-month Class B 
Retail Alcohol License for Liberty Travel 
Stop.
Ayes: All
Moved by Bixler seconded by Kaufmann 
to approve Board Committee appoint-
ments for 2026: 
Ayes: All
Moved by Barnhart seconded by Gaul 
to reappoint Dr. Alan Beyer to Board of 
Health for a three-year term. 
Ayes: All
Moved by Kaufmann seconded by Gaul 
to reappoint Dan Roberts to Board of 
Review for a six-year term. 
Ayes: All
Moved by Bixler seconded by Gaul to 
reappoint Randy Pedersen Zoning Board 
of Adjustment for a five-year term. 
Ayes: All
Moved by Barnhart seconded by Bixler 
to reappoint Jody Yutesler to Planning & 
Zoning Commission for a three-year term. 
Ayes: All
Moved by Gaul seconded by Bixler to 
reappoint Jeff Kaufmann and Steve Agne 
to Pioneer Cemetery Commission for 
three-year terms. 
Ayes: All
Board is currently working to fill rest of 
vacancies on boards and commissions.
Moved by Barnhart seconded by Gaul 
to name following as official designated 
newspapers for Cedar County for 2026:
1. Tipton Conservative
2. West Branch Times   
Ayes: All
Moved by Bixler seconded by Barnhart 
to approve following rate structure and 
chief medical examiner staff for Medical 
Examiner services in Cedar County for 
2026:
Chief Medical Examiner 
Services--$200.00 per case
Medical Examiner Services--$  75.00/
hour (scene time)
Follow-up Investigation Hours--$  40.00/
hour
Director duties--$400.00/month 
Chief Medical Examiner--Joshua Pruitt, 
MD
Director of Medical Examiner 
Investigations--Michael Dauber, MEI
Medical Examiner Investigators--Henry 
Bentley, MEI; Jennifer Hubler, MEI; Teri 
Jo Griebat, MEI
Ayes: All
Moved by Barnhart seconded by Gaul to 
adopt and authorize Chairperson Bell to 
sign Construction Evaluation Resolution:
Ayes: All
Moved by Kaufmann seconded by Bixler 
to reappoint following appointees to East 
Central Iowa Council of Governments 
(E.C.I.C.O.G):
Transportation Policy Committee (2 
years) - Rob Fangmann
Transportation Trails Advisory Committee 
(2 years) - Rob Fangmann
Passenger Transportation Advisory 
Committee (2 years) - Julie Tischuk
Transportation Technical Advisory 
Committee (3 years) - Rob Fangmann
Ayes: All
Moved by Kaufmann seconded by 
Barnhart to appoint Andy Petersen, new 
Conservation Director, to replace Mike 
Dauber on Transportation Trails Advisory 
Committee for remainder of his term 
expiring December 31, 2026.
Ayes: All
Moved by Bixler seconded by Kaufmann 
to adopt and authorize Chairperson Bell 
to sign Resolution to authorize County 
Engineer to close any secondary roads 
for purpose of construction or routine 
maintenance procedures during 2026:
Ayes: All
Moved by Kaufmann seconded by 
Barnhart to adopt and authorize 
Chairperson Bell to sign Resolution 
Designating Engineer to Execute 
Certification Specifications in Connection 
with Farm to Market Construction 
Projects for 2026:
Ayes: All

Moved by Kaufmann seconded by Bixler 
to authorize Chairperson Bell to sign 2025 
County Weed Commissioner Certification 
Form and to appoint Michel Foulks as 
Cedar County’s Weed Commissioner for 
2026.
Ayes: All
Moved by Barnhart seconded by 
Kaufmann to adjourn at 9:05 a.m., to 
January 6, 2026.
Ayes: All

Jon Bell, Chairperson
Nicki Welch, Auditor
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Cedar county claim
12.18.2025
 General Basic Fund
625.00-Aavantis Construction-snow
897.45-Access Systems Leasing-Copier
39.64-Advanced Business Systems-
copies
47.65-Alliant Energy-util
392.31-Amazon Capital Services-
calendars
585.00-David Annen-rent
1019.79-AT&T Mobility-phone
2126.08-Aureon Alliance Connect, LLC-
phone
989.00-Axon Enterprise Inc-battery
265.72-Adam W. Blank-mil
110.70-Quest 8 Blue Lagoon Car Wash-
washes
18.70-Joselyn Bolt-mil
521.50-Conservative Publishing-legal
11171.43-Consolidated Management 
Co-meals
365.74-Copy Systems-copies
15.78-County Automotive Services-fuel
322.10-Mike Dauber-ME
367.20-Eastern IA Light&Power-util
1360.38-Family Foods-Vouchers
3150.00-FORVIS-Cost Report
1023.90-H & H Auto-tires
31.32-Hale Printing-decals
175.00-Heartland Shredding Inc-shred
56.94-Hermsen Automotive LLC-oil chg
48.70-Robin Housley-mil
48.70-Shelly Howsare-mil
370.00-Iowa County Attorneys Assoc.-
training
375.00-Iowa Law Enforcement Academy-
training
465.00-Gayle & Randy Laucamp-rent
49.80-Michael Male-mil
200.88-Martin Bros Dist Co Inc-shampoo
1193.54-Menards-Hoover RR
33832.88-Motorola Solutions-body cam
1250.00-Brian McMillin Neapolitan-
Accessibility
50.00-Niles Chiropractic, Inc-drug screen
73.97-ODP Business Solutions, LLC-
paper
212.06-Office Express-calendars
2711.09-Reserve Account-auditor
78.00-Progressive Rehabilitation-prework
480.00-Schumacher Elevator-maint
329.40-Secondary Road Fund-fuel
30.00-Secretary of State Notary Publ-
notary
991.58-Vernon Smith-well plug
125.00-Spahn & Rose Lumber 
Co-plywood
579.50-State Hygienic Laboratory Univ-
testing
114.05-Stericycle Inc.-waste
54.20-Michael Stigers-mil
281.05-Summit Companies Summit Fire-
inspec
114.00-T & M Clothing-uniforms
1348.20-Top Quality Mfg., Inc.-gloves
3522.07-Total Maintenance, Inc-water 
heater
610.65-Uniform Den Inc-uniforms
226.89-Vestis-mats/mops
3415.56-VISA/Bankers Bank-supplies
804.30-West Branch Times-legal
 General Supplemental Fund
1425.00-Holmes Murphy-Crime
160.42-Reserve Account-election
206.00-Thomson Reuters-West 
Payment-info chrg
 Pioneer Cemetery
335.39-Iowa Prison Industries-signs
 Rural Services Basic Fund
27.53-Aureon Alliance Connect, LLC-
phone
44.80-Conservative Publishing-legal
100.87-Matthew A Fields-pants
102.69-Hermsen Automotive LLC-oil chg
74.60-Reserve Account-EZ
3291.94-Secondary Road Fund-fuel
114.00-T & M Clothing-uniforms
2761.35-Waste Management of Iowa-
20yrd
749.33-West Branch Ford Inc-maint
 EMS-Essential Srv(Ambulance)
132.58-AT&T Mobility-phone
2.96-Reserve Account-EMS
1190.00-Racom Corporation-supplies
263.06-Secondary Road Fund-fuel
 Secondary Road Fund
376.11-ACP International/SA-SO-Signs
16893.07-Advantage FS, Inc.-Diesel
2932.08-Altorfer Inc-Parts
25.06-Aureon Alliance Connect, LLC-
Phone
479.45-Brand New Engines-Brush cutting
275.27-CCP Industries Inc.-Safety
11273.36-Cedar County COOP- 
Servicing equipment
144.43-Mitch Chapman-Safety reim-
bursement
308.28-City of Tipton-Utilities- 54 Lemon
1741.02-Custom Hose & Supplies-Parts
544.29-Diamond Mowers-Parts
2117.74-Eastern Iowa Tire Inc-Tires
5520.00-Electronic Engineering Co Inc-
New equipment
24.00-H & H Auto-Tires
87.03-Will Holland-Safety reimbursement
9975.96-Iowa Bridge & 
Culvert-L-202303--73-16/LFM-
647.45-Thiesen’s-Sundry
650.22-Lawson Products Inc-Parts
475.85-Genuine Parts Company Inc 
NAPA-Filters
3573.02-Lori E Nelson & James D Fuller-
HDP-C016(114)--6B-16
18.00-Niles Chiropractic, Inc-Safety
89.36-Phelps the Uniform Specialists-
Sundry
38.73-Reserve Account-Postage

545.50-Ron Alpen Ford, Inc-Parts
317.92-Sadler Power Train, Inc-Parts
11.31-Storm Steel-Steel
4175.74-Truck Country of Iowa Inc-Parts
1015.00-Ubben Building Supply Inc-
Supplies
19.79-US Cellular-Phone
2414.77-Wendling Quarries  Inc-Rock
 Transfer Station Fund
944.27-A Tech Inc-camera
811.12-Cintas Corporation-uniform
10.00-Clarence Telephone Company-
email
283.38-Thiesen’s-DEF/Tool Box
951.94-MHC Kenworth Quad Cities-
brakes
100.78-Genuine Parts Company Inc 
NAPA-additive
48.33-Reserve Account-Solid Waste
19744.80-Quad Cities Landfill Millenniu-
landfill
395.00-Safety-Kleen Systems, Inc-waste 
oil
3183.29-Secondary Road Fund-fuel
958.00-Weikert Iron-ewaste
 Cedar Co Health Fund
14358.44-CEDAR COUNTY 
TREASURER ACH-self funded med
9179.12-Delta Dental Plan of Iowa Paym-
ins
156749.70-Wellmark Blue Cross and 
Blue-ins
 Conservation Trust Fund
25.74-Family Foods-programs
31.00-Sarah Subbert-skates
 Reserve Officer Fund
651.10-Uniform Den Inc-uniforms
 Early Childhood Ia-Cedar/Jones
590.00-Bennett Comm. School-
Scholarships
500.00-Durant Community Schools-
scholarships
6486.93-Grant Wood AEA-CART
5642.07-Hawkeye Area Community 
Action-Head Start
397.62-Sherri R. Hunt-mil
2525.11-Jones County Auditor-salary
800.00-Little Panther Preschool-
Scholarships
3959.61-Lutheran Services in Iowa-PAT-
LSI
250.00-North Cedar CSD Lowden-
Scholarship
50.00-North Cedar CSD Mechanicsville-
Scholarships
720.00-Olin Community School-
Scholarships
75.00-Sacred Heart Preschool-
Scholarships
183.33-St. Patrick’s Preschool-
Scholarships
6530.02-Young Parents Network-PAT-
YPN
 Jnt Disaster Serv.Fund
203.47-AT&T Mobility-phone
439.75-City of Tipton-util
1153.00-Mainstay Systems of Iowa LLC-
watchguard
78.00-Secondary Road Fund-fuel
7.02-Verizon-river gauge
 E911
200.00-Aureon Alliance Connect, LLC-
data
188.57-Clarence Telephone Company-
data
24.00-F&B Communications-data
253.00-Mechanicsville Telephone-data
 Assessor
173.98-Access Systems-copies
24.58-Aureon Alliance Connect, LLC-
phone
66.28-Reserve Account-Assessor
21.21-Secondary Road Fund-fuel

397325.29--Grand Total
End of Report
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
BUDGET ESTIMATE

Fiscal Year July 1, 2026 - June 30, 2027
Cedar County 911 Service Board

The 911 Service Board of the above named jurisdiction will conduct a public hearing on the proposed fiscal year budget as follows:
Meeting Date: 2/3/2026     Meeting Time: 08:15 AM     Meeting Location: Small Basement Meeting Room, Cedar County Courthouse, 400 Cedar Street, Tipton - OR-

via phone at (571) 317-3122, Access Code 794 650 117

At the public hearing, any resident or taxpayer may present objections to, or arguments in favor of, any part of the proposed budget. This notice represents a
summary of the supporting detail of budgeted receipts and expenditures on file with the 911 Service Board Secretary. Copies of the Supplemental Budget Detail will be

furnished upon request.

FYE June 30,
2025

Actual
Expenditures

FYE June 30,
2026

Re-Estimated
Expenditures

FYE June 30,
2027

Proposed
Expenditures

Transfers
Out

Estimated
Ending
Fund

Balance
June 30,

2027

Estimated
Beginning

Fund
Balance
July 1,
2026

Estimated
Other

Receipts
Transfers

In

Estimated
Amount

To
Be Raised

By
Surcharge

1. Surcharge Fund 87,069 157,300 157,525 67,000 794,405 785,130 18,800 215,000
2. Operating Fund 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
3. TOTAL 87,069 157,300 157,525 67,000 794,405 785,130 18,800 0 215,000

1/12/26, 9:21 AM Local Government Property Valuation System

https://dom-localgov.iowa.gov/budget-renderer?id=25751 1/1

Cedar County Claim
1/2/2026
 General Basic Fund
760.00-Aavantis Construction-snow
942.23-Access Systems Leasing-copies
2300.00-Ahlers-Cooney-Dorweiler-labor 
relations
860.04-Amazon Capital Services-
moleskin
585.00-David Annen-rent
34.29-Aureon Alliance Connect, LLC-
phone
446.00-Axon Enterprise Inc-cartridge
343.12-Bob Barker Company-sandals
7569.17-City of Tipton-util
113.30-Bobbie Conrad-Marion-mil
85.00-D&R Pest Control-spray
1086.10-Mike Dauber-ME
469.00-Diamond Drugs, Inc-meds
1025.00-H & H Auto-tires
1609.50-Ia Dept Of Public Safety-usage
10.00-Intoximeters-dry gas
125.00-Iowa Law Enforcement Academy-
MMPI
1900.00-Iowa Office of the State-Medi-
autopsy
159.40-Thiesen’s-tape
368.50-Lynch’s Plumbing, Inc-boiler
1011.75-Mail Services, LLC-postage
264.00-Mainstay Systems of Iowa LLC-
batteries
122.47-McCloud Services-spray
53.34-Menards-siding
24.99-Genuine Parts Company Inc 
NAPA-filter
64.66-O’Rourke Motors Inc-oil chg
183.56-ODP Business Solutions, LLC-
scissors
100.00-Oveson Refuse & Recycling LLC-
dumpster
261.09-Reserve Account-postage
265.59-Pitney Bowes-ink
170.00-Property Records Industry Ass.-
reg
600.00-Joshua Pruitt, MD-ME
8.69-Emily Smith-mil
7042.00-Solutions, Inc Harris Local-
Warranty
55.29-Staples Advantage-paper
87.00-Julie Tischuk-mil
412.85-US Cellular-phone
151.26-Vestis-mats/mops
 Pioneer Cemetery
1300.00-Michel Foulks-tree removal
600.00-Jake Langley-mowing
 Rural Services Basic Fund
22.47-Amazon Capital Services-First Aid

433.15-Brownells, Inc.-magazines
30.90-Dustin Fritz-wipers
55.29-Staples Advantage-paper
59.00-Town & Country Tires, Inc-oil chg
 EMS-Essential Srv(Ambulance)
1000.00-DRSE, LLC-EMS Contract
337.60-Heiman Inc-helmet
 Secondary Road Fund
16934.54-Advantage FS, Inc.-Gas
527.35-Alliant Energy-Util 
777.62-Altorfer Inc-Filters
50.97-Brand New Engines-Brush cutting
51669.50-Calhoun-Burns & Assoc.-
Consultants fees
20.64-Cedar County Health Fund-Ins
103.94-City of Bennett-TOJ
2181.97-City of Tipton-Util
124.52-Clarence Telephone Company-
Phone
100.00-Ted Gaul-Safety
30482.85-Grout Scouts Inc-Box culverts/
Bridges
195.00-Iowa Dep of Natural Resources-
Diesel
23.03-Thiesen’s-Chains
100.00-JP Glass & More-outside services
100.00-Joshua Kessler-shoes
100.00-Cody Kuehl-shoes
169.03-Lawson Products Inc-Parts
2514.69-Mid American Energy-Ditch 
cleaning 
797.89-Genuine Parts Company Inc 
NAPA-Parts
107.88-Phelps the Uniform Specialists-
Sundry
99.22-Sadler Power Train, Inc.-Parts
1063.88-Truck Country of Iowa Inc-Parts
100.00-Brian Wood-Safety
 Transfer Station Fund
1044.67-Cintas Corporation-med kit
78.93-Genuine Parts Company Inc 
NAPA-DEF
921.12-Safety-Kleen Systems, Inc.-oil
201.64-Windstream Accounts Payable-
phone
 Local Govt Opioid Abatement
12884.00-Knox Company-Narcotics safe
 Cedar Co Health Fund
2174.75-Benefits, Inc.-mthly
2665.25-CEDAR COUNTY TREASURER 
ACH MED-self funded med
 Conservation Trust Fund
490.00-Mike Dauber-furs
 PH/NS Memorial Trust Fund
16.98-Amazon Capital Services-clippers
 Reserve Officer Fund
165.74-Matt Lehmkuhl-uniform
685.64-Uniform Den Inc-uniform
 Jnt Disaster Serv.Fund
491.35-City of Tipton-util
2298.13-All Star Turf-snow
225.00-Iowa Emergency Management 
Assn-membership
9581.00-JEO Consulting Group, Inc.-
mitigation
 E911
152.00-Iowa Chapter of NENA-sector
35.04-CenturyLink Lumen-data

177963.36--Grand Total
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Cedar county board
BOARD PROCEEDINGS
(FOLLOWING IS A SYNOPSIS OF 
MINUTES.FULL TEXT OF DAY’S 
MINUTES ARE AVAILABLE FOR 
INSPECTION AT AUDITOR’S OFFICE 
OR ON OUR WEBSITE—WWW.
CEDARCOUNTY.IOWA.GOV)
TIPTON, IOWA
January 6, 2026
Cedar County Board of Supervisors met 
in regular session at 8:30 a.m. January 
6, 2026 with following members present: 
Bixler, Barnhart, Gaul, Kaufmann, and 
Chairperson Bell.  Minutes reported by 
Deputy Auditor Hamdorf.  Members of 
public were also present. 
Board viewed correspondence from vari-
ous agencies.
Moved by Bixler seconded by Barnhart 
to approve agenda.
Ayes: All
Chairperson Bell addressed public for 
comments.  There were none.
Moved by Gaul seconded by Kaufmann 
to approve Board Minutes of January 
2, 2026.
Ayes: All
Moved by Barnhart seconded by Bixler 
to approve Claim Disbursements 
#444556 - #444635 paid on 1/2/2026.
Ayes: All
Board reported on Outreach/Committee 
Meetings they attended.  
Moved by Barnhart seconded by 
Kaufmann to authorize Chairperson Bell 
to sign 28E Agreement for Eastern Iowa 
Disability Alliance.
Ayes: All
Moved by Gaul seconded by Kaufmann 
to appoint Gaul and Kaufmann to Cedar 
County Opioid Task Force.
Ayes: All
At 9:00 a.m. Board held their monthly 
department head meeting. Discussion 
held.  LaRue announced he will be leav-
ing within next six months.
County Treasurer Delaney met with 
Board for a FY26/27 budget review.  
Discussion held.  No decisions were 
made.
County Attorney Blank met with Board 
for a FY26/27 budget review.  Discussion 
held.  No decisions were made.
Discussion held on Cedar County 
Hazard Mitigation Plan 2026.
Recorder Bahnsen met with Board to 
present FY26/27 Recorder budget.  
Discussion held.  No decisions were 
made.
At 10:30 a.m. Engineer Fangmann 
met with Board to open bids for project 
L-202602—73-16, a box culvert replace-
ment project on Eureka Avenue in 
Sections 34 & 35 of Gower Township.  
Engineer Fangmann left Boardroom to 
review bids.
Environmental & Zoning Director LaRue 
met with Board for his annual perfor-
mance review.  LaRue requested a 
closed session in writing.
Moved by Kaufmann seconded by Bixler 

to go into closed session under Code 
section 21.5(1)(i) at 10:46 a.m.
Ayes: Bell, Gaul, Barnhart, Kaufmann, 
Bell
Moved by Kaufmann seconded by Bixler 
to go back into open session at 11:15 
a.m.
Ayes: All
Engineer Fangmann entered Boardroom 
recommending lowest bid to Iowa Bridge 
& Culvert, L.C. for project L-202602—73-
16.
Moved by Gaul seconded by Kaufmann 
to accept lowest bid from Iowa Bridge & 
Culvert L.C. in amount of $245,710.14.
Ayes: All
Moved by Bixler seconded by Barnhart 
to approve quote for purchase of a 
mower for $33,455.00 from Diamond 
Mowers.
Ayes: All
IT Director Pierce met with Board for 
his annual performance review.  Pierce 
requested a closed session in writing.
Moved by Bixler seconded by Kaufmann 
to go into closed session under Code 
section 21.5(1)(i) at 11:23 a.m.
Ayes: Kaufmann, Barnhart, Gaul, Bixler, 
Bell
Moved by Barnhart seconded by Bixler 
to go back into open session at 11:38 
a.m.
Ayes: All
Moved by Bixler seconded by Kaufmann 
to adjourn at 11:45 a.m., to January 
13, 2026.
Ayes: All

Jon Bell, Chairperson
Nicki Welch, Auditor
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West Branch school 
board

Regular Board Meeting
01/12/2026 05:30 PM
Hoover Elementary Library
148 N. Oliphant St.
MEETING MINUTES
Attendance 
Voting Members
Mrs. Amanda Whaley, Board President
Ms. Lindsay Shultz, Board Vice President
Mrs. Julie Sexton, Board Member
Mr. Keith Schultes, Board Member
Mr. Pete Swisher, Board Member
Non-Voting Members
Dr. Marty Jimmerson, Superintendent
Mrs. Sara Oswald, High School Principal
Mr. Brian Walthart, Middle School 
Principal
Mr. Dave Hlas, Elementary Principal
Mrs. Angie Klinkkammer, School 
Business Official/Board Secretary
Gregory Norfleet
1.	 Call to Order/Open Forum
Board President Whaley called the meet-
ing to order at 5:30 p.m.
2.	 Vision, Mission & 
Destination Statements
Board President Whaley read the state-
ments.
3.	 Approval of Agenda
Motion to approve the agenda, removing 
Ryan Hendrickson from the resignations.
Motion made by: Ms. Lindsay Shultz
Motion seconded by: Mr. Pete Swisher
Voting: Unanimously Approved
4.	 Honors, Commendations 
and Success Stories
Several success stories were shared.
5.	 Consent Items
Motion to approve the consent items 
consisting of December meeting minutes, 
financials and January bills.
Motion made by: Mr. Keith Schultes
Motion seconded by: Mrs. Julie Sexton
Voting: Unanimously Approved
6.	 Administrative Reports
The Administrators shared their respec-
tive reports. The principals gave an 
update on the first semester attendance. 
Dr. Jimmerson updated the Board on the 
HVAC renovation at the elementary and 
the light installations at the baseball and 
softball fields.
7.	 Personnel Items
A.	 Contracts
Motion to approve the contracts as pre-
sented, Monet Barnhouse, Middle School 
Special Education Teacher/Elementary 
Interventionist, Trevor Johnson, 
Elementary-5th PE Teacher and Ashley 
Graves, Middle School Science Teacher.
Motion made by: Mr. Pete Swisher
Motion seconded by: Ms. Lindsay Shultz
Voting: Unanimously Approved
B.	 Letters of Assignment
Motion to approve the Letters of 
Assignment as presented, Madalien 
Crawford, Assistant Director at the West 
Branch Early Learning Center.
Made by: Mr. Pete Swisher
Motion seconded by: Ms. Lindsay Shultz
Voting: Unanimously Approved
C.	 Resignations
Motion to approve the resignations as 
presented, Christina Reynolds, High 
School Special Education Teacher, 
Rachel Finney, Middle School Associate
Margaret Jensen, High School Custodian 
and Jamie Tucker, High School Fresh/
Soph Volleyball Coach.
Made by: Mr. Pete Swisher
Motion seconded by: Mrs. Julie Sexton
Voting: Unanimously Approved
8.	 Board Policy Updates
Motion to approve the second read-
ing of Board Policies; 401.01, 504.11, 
701.01E1, 902.02, 205, 205.02, 205.03, 
205.01R1, 205.01, 205.02 and 205.03.
Motion made by: Mr. Pete Swisher
Motion seconded by: Mrs. Julie Sexton
Voting: Unanimously Approved
9.	 At-Risk/Drop Out 
Application
A.	 Plan for At Risk/Drop Out 
Prevention
Motion to approve the At-Risk-Drop Out 
Prevention Plan for the 2026-2027 school 
year.
Motion made by: Mrs. Julie Sexton

Motion seconded by: Mr. Keith Schultes
Voting: Unanimously Approved
B.	 At Risk/Drop Out MSA 
Request
Motion to approve the request to the 
SBRC for the Modified Supplemental 
Amount in the amount of $326,789 for the 
2026-2027 At-Risk/Dropout plan.
Motion made by: Mr. Keith Schultes
Motion seconded by: Ms. Lindsay Shultz
Voting: Unanimously Approved
10.	 Closed Session- To evalu-
ate the professional competency of an 
individual whose appointment, hiring, 
performance, or discharge is being con-
sidered when a closed session is neces-
sary to prevent needless and irreparable 
injury to that individual’s reputation and 
that individual requests a closed session. 
Iowa Code 21/5(1)(i).
Motion to enter in to closed session per 
Iowa Code 21/5(1)(i) at 5:55 p.m.
Motion made by: Mrs. Julie Sexton
Motion seconded by: Mr. Keith Schultes
Voting: Mrs. Julie Sexton – yes
Mr. Keith Schultes - yes
Ms. Linsday Shultz – yes
Mr. Pete Swisher – yes
Mrs. Amanda Whaley – yes
11.	 Adjournment
Motion to adjourn at 6:36 p.m.
Motion made by: Mr. Pete Swisher
Motion seconded by: Ms. Lindsay Shultz
Voting: Unanimously Approved

Chairperson
Secretary
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West Branch school 
board closed session
Meeting Minutes
Regular Board Meeting
1/12/2026 05:30 PM
Hoover Elementary Library
148 N. Oliphant St.
West Branch, IA 52358
1.	 Closed Session - To evalu-
ate the professional competency of an 
individual whose appointment, hiring, 
performance, or discharge is being con-
sidered when a closed session is neces-
sary to prevent needless and irreparable 
injury to that individual’s reputation and 
that individual requests a closed session. 
Iowa Code 21/5(1)(i).
Motion to end closed session at 6:36 p.m.
Motion made by: Mr. Keith Schultes
Motion seconded by: Mr. Pete Swisher
Voting: Voting: Mr. Keith Schultes - yes
Mr. Pete Swisher – yes
Ms. Lindsay Shultz – yes
Mrs. Julie Sexton – yes
Mrs. Amanda Whaley – yes

WBT 3

West Branch commu-
nity school district

BILLS FOR APPROVAL
01/08/2026 10:33 AM
Vendor Name-Detail Description-Amount
Checking Account ID 1
Fund Number 10
GENERAL FUND
ACME TOOLS-SUPPLIES-381.23
AGVANTAGE FS-GAS-5,220.97
AHLERS AND COONEY-
SERVICE-174.00
A L L I A N T  U T I L I T I E S -
UTILITIES-17,007.25
ASCENDANCE TRUCKS EASTERN 
IOWA, LLC-PARTS-189.54
AT&T MOBILITY-SERVICE-167.08
BIG COUNTRY SEEDS-SALT-955.50
BIO CORPORATION-SUPPLIES-95.30
BMO-RENAISSANCE-12,123.20
BRAND NEW ENGINES-
SUPPLIES-11.32
BYRD, JODI-TRAVEL-171.50
CEDAR COUNTY AUDITOR-
ELECTION-1,226.47
CEDAR COUNTY SHERIFFS RESERVE-
SERVICE-910.00
CITY OF WEST BRANCH-
UTILITIES-8,994.36
COVENANT WORKPLACE SOLUTIONS, 
LLC-SERVICE-491.25
D&R PEST CONTROL-
SERVICE-1,655.00
DEPARTMENT OF INSPECTION AND 
APPEALS-INSPECTION-280.00
FRED’S FEED AND SUPPLY-
SUPPLIES-163.16
GONGORA, LAURA-SUPPLIES-214.84
GOOD GUYS AUTOCARE-
REPAIRS-173.02
GRAINGER-SUPPLIES-578.31
GRANT WOOD AEA-
SUPPLIES-23,789.60
GREDELL, JOAN-SUPPLIES-215.86
GREENWOOD CLEANING SYSTEMS-
SUPPLIES-4,071.94
HAWKEYE FIRE AND SAFETY INC-
SERVICE-640.00
HAWKEYE WASTE-SERVICE-1,544.00
HEARTLAND SHREDDING INC-
SHREDDING-175.00
IOWA ASSOC OF SCHOOL BOARDS-
REGISTRATION	 -800.00
IXL SUBSCRIPTIONS DEPT-
LICENSE-6,562.50
JAYMAR BUSINESS FORMS-
SUPPLIES-293.15
JIMMERSON, MARTY-TRAVEL	
-1,013.99
J O H N S TO N E  S U P P LY-
SUPPLIES-365.61
LIBERTY COMMUNICATIONS-PHONE/
INTERNET-5,049.78
LOWE’S-SUPPLIES-634.95
LYNCH’S PLUMBING-SERVICE-190.00
MASKE, JOYANN-SUPPLIES-30.82
MATHESON TRIGAS-SUPPLIES-24.18
MENARD’S-SUPPLIES-866.27
MENARDS-SUPPLIES-104.98
MOORE’S WELDING-REPAIRS	
-152.66
NICHOLS CONTROLS & SUPPLY, LLC	
-PARTS-161.30
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NOTEWORTHY MUSIC SERVICES-
SERVICE-640.00
OASIS ELECTRIC-SERVICE-520.00
OVERHEAD DOOR COMPANY OF 
CR-SUPPLIES-1,004.00
PARKSIDE SERVICE-SUPPLIES-25.00
PHELPS-SERVICE-45.99
PIP PRINTING AND MARKETING 
SERVICES-SERVICE-338.11
PLUMBERS SUPPLY COMPANY-
SUPPLIES-54.98
PRESIDENTIAL BUILDERS, LLC-
SERVICE-540.00
PSC DISTRIBUTION, INC.- SUPPLIES 
-191.29
QUADIENT LEASING USA, INC.- 
POSTAGE-239.76
QUILL CORPORATION 
-SUPPLIES-69.59
ROBERTSON, RANDY-SUPPLIES-41.52
SADLER POWER TRAIN-
SUPPLIES-143.56
SANCHEZ, WENDY-SERVICE-150.00
SCHOOL BUS SALES-SUPPLIES-393.62
SCHOOL SPECIALTY SUPPLY INC-
SUPPLIES-12.66
SCHULTES, KEITH-TRAVEL-210.00

LEGALS
From Page 7

SINCLAIR TRACTOR-PARTS-458.22
TEACHERS PAY TEACHERS-
SUPPLIES-110.23
WALTHART, BRIAN-PHONE-300.00
WEST BRANCH TIMES-
SUBSCRIPTION-236.70
Fund Number 10
103,595.12
Checking Account ID 1
Fund Number 33
CAPITAL PROJECTS
R M  B O G G S - C H I L L E R /
REFRIDGERANT-13,162.33
Fund Number 33
13,162.33
Checking Account ID 1
Fund Number 36
PHYSICAL PLANT & EQUIPMENT
BMO-ZOOM-3,300.00
CEC-RENEWAL -2,184.00
CTI-WARRANTY-4,185.00
H AT F I E L D  C O N C R E T E -
SERVICE-4,950.00
LIBERTY COMMUNICATIONS-PHONE/
INTERNET-5,546.24
LY N C H ’ S  P L U M B I N G -
SERVICE-1,086.50
MAXSON MASONRY-REPAIRS-666.00
PRESIDENTIAL BUILDERS, LLC-
SERVICE-22,500.00
Fund Number 36
44,417.74

Checking Account ID 1
161,175.19
Checking Account ID 2
Fund Number 61
SCHOOL NUTRITION FUND
ANDERSON ERICKSON DAIRY 
CO-SUPPLIES-2,775.26
BERNARD FOOD INDUSTRIES INC-
SUPPLIES-121.44
EMS DETERGENT SERVICES-
SUPPLIES-334.65
M A R T I N  B R O T H E R S -
SUPPLIES-1,550.95
STAR FOODSERVICE EQUIPMENT-
REPAIRS-970.54
Fund Number 61
15,752.84
Checking Account ID 2
15,752.84
Checking Account ID 3
Fund Number 21
STUDENT ACTIVITY FUND
ANDERSON ERICKSON DAIRY 
CO-SUPPLIES-119.67
ARMSTRONG, CHRIS-OFFICIAL-140.00
BMO-SUPPLIES-30,260.94
BOORN, ANSLEY-BANNERS-500.00
BRINK, EJ-OFFICIAL-140.00
BUSINESS PROFESSIONALS OF 
AMERICA-DUES-155.00
CHANCE, BLAKE-OFFICIAL-140.00
CRAIG, DAN-OFFICIAL-140.00
CRETIN,  JAN-OPERATION 

BACKPACK-111.61
DAKTRONICS INC-PARTS-2,000.00
DIVIS, ETHAN-OFFICIAL-140.00
DOERING, BRAD-OFFICIAL-103.00
DRISCOLL, BRIAN-SUPPLIES-42.78
DUMOLIEN, JORDAN-OFFICIAL-140.00
DUWA, KALEB-SUPPLIES-273.29
ELITE AWARDS PLUS-
MEDALS-1,445.86
ELITE SPORTS 
-SUPPLIES-698.00
FRESE, JEFF-OFFICIAL-140.00
GOLF USA OF CORALVILLE-
BAGS-3,839.85
GRANT WOOD AEA-SUPPLIES-19.80
H A N C O C K ,  C R A I G -
CONDUCTING-350.00
HOFFMAN, ROBERT-RVC HONOR 
BAND-350.00
HOLLYWOOD GRAPHICS-
SUPPLIES-130.23
HUESER, MARCUS-OFFICIAL-90.00
ICKOWITZ, SETH-OFFICIAL-140.00
IOWA HIGH SCHOOL MUSIC ASSOC-
REGISTRATION-175.00
IRONSIDE APPAREL & PROMOTIONS, 
INC.-SINGLETS-3,467.00
KLINEFELTER, BLAIR-OFFICIAL-99.00
KOEHN, ANDREW-OFFICIAL-140.00
KRUSE, BRADLEY-OFFICIAL-100.00
LARSON, TAYLOR-TRAVEL AND 
SUPPLIES-307.14
LASHIER GRAPHICS AND SIGNS-

SUPPLIES-826.00
LEOPARD, ANDREW-OFFICIAL-140.00
LLOYD, KEVIN-OFFICIAL-140.00
LORIA, JOE-OFFICIAL-140.00
LYNOTT, GABE-OFFICIAL-140.00
MAQUOKETA COMMUNITY 
SCHOOLS-G WRESTLING ENTRY-
120.00
MENARD’S-SUPPLIES-56.56
MID-PRAIRIE BOYS/GIRLS GOLF-
CLINIC-100.00
MILLER, JASON-OFFICIAL-616.99
MILLER, TED-OFFICIAL-375.00
MONTICELLO SPORTS-
SUPPLIES-470.00
PACE, AL-OFFICIAL-140.00
PETERSEN, ANDY-OFFICIAL-140.00
PIERSON, TRAVIS-OFFICIAL-140.00
PINSEEKERS-SERVICE-307.44
PIP PRINTING AND MARKETING 
SERVICES-SUPPLIES-26.85
RITCHIE, PHIL-OFFICIAL-113.00
SCHUTTE, TRACY-SENIOR 
BANNERS-1,350.00
SKAY, LEXI-BANNERS, VIDEO-545.00
SKILLS USA INC-CHAPTER FEES-
177.00
SMITH, BRANDON-OFFICIAL-140.00
STONE, TRACY-OFFICIAL-95.00
SUEPPEL, TED-OFFICIAL-140.00
TRAINING ROOM INC.-
SUPPLIES-458.41
TSB PROMOTIONS-SUPPLIES-672.50

WEST BRANCH AREA KIWANIS CLUB-
BUILDERS CLUB-486.00
WEST BRANCH TIMES-
PRINTING-850.00
Fund Number 21
54,803.92
Checking Account ID 3
54,803.92
Checking Account ID 4
Fund Number 62
ELC
ALLIANT UTILITIES-UTILITIES-443.05
BARNHART’S CUSTOM SERVICES-
SNOW REMOVAL-925.00
BMO-SUPPLIES-118.06
CINTAS CORP-SERVICE-543.55
CITY OF WEST BRANCH-
UTILITIES-1,788.64
CULLIGAN WATER TECHNOLOGIES-
SUPPLIES-228.19
JOHNSON CO REFUSE 
-SERVICE-324.51
PERFORMANCE FOODSERVICE-
SUPPLIES-3,394.61
ROCK TECHNOLOGY-SERVICE-160.00
SCHOONOVER,  BRIANA-
REFUND-1,992.00

Fund Number 62
9,917.61

Checking Account ID 4
9,917.61
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tough one for farm fami-
lies.

Second, we should 
continue investing in 
programs that keep dol-
lars circulating in local 
communities. The Choose 
Iowa initiative does exact-
ly that by connecting con-
sumers with Iowa-grown, 
Iowa-made, and Iowa-
raised food and ag prod-
ucts. 

When people buy local, 
they support small busi-
nesses, strengthen rural 
economies, and help fam-
ily farms capture more 

value from the products 
they produce. 

Choose Iowa is about 
more than branding — it’s 
about giving farmers and 
entrepreneurs the tools to 
grow, diversify, and suc-
ceed.

Just as important, 
Choose Iowa supports 
farms of all sizes and pro-
duction methods. Iowa 
agriculture is diverse, and 
success doesn’t look the 
same for everyone. 

Some farms want to 
grow and scale up; others 
want to remain smaller 
operations that serve local 
markets. 

Our job is not to pick 
winners and losers, but to 

ensure farmers have the 
freedom and opportunity 
to choose the path that 
works best for their fam-
ily.

Third, we must con-
tinue to invest in and 
accelerate farmer-led 
conservation work that 
improves water quality 
and soil health. 

Iowa farmers care 
deeply about the land, and 
they are leading the way 
by adopting conservation 
practices like wetlands, 
cover crops, and reduced 
tillage. 

The state’s role should 
be to partner with farm-
ers, not punish them, by 
providing cost-share sup-

port, technical assistance, 
and science-based prac-
tices that deliver results. 

Conservation and pro-
ductivity are not com-
peting goals; when done 
right, they go hand-in-
hand and help ensure 
Iowa agriculture remains 
sustainable for future gen-
erations.

Finally, Iowa must 
maintain a tax and regu-
latory climate that allows 
farmers to plan for the 
future. 

Republicans have 
worked to eliminate the 
death tax so farm families 
can pass their operations 
on to the next generation 
without being forced to 

sell land or assets just to 
pay the tax bill. 

That matters deeply in 
a state where more than 
21,000 Century (100 years) 
and 2,000 Heritage (150 
years) Farms have been in 
families for generations.

We also need to recog-
nize a hard truth: exces-
sive regulation and higher 
taxes often accelerate con-
solidation in agriculture. 

When compliance costs 
rise, it’s the smallest farms 
that feel the impact first. 

If we want to preserve 
family farms and rural 
communities and keep 
costs at the grocery store 
and gas pump affordable 
for working families, we 

must be thoughtful about 
the policies we impose 
and the burdens we create.

Iowa agriculture has 
always been resilient. 
Our farmers adapt, inno-
vate, and lead — but they 
shouldn’t have to do it 
alone. 

By growing markets, 
strengthening local econo-
mies, accelerating conser-
vation, and maintaining 
a common-sense tax and 
regulatory environment, 
we can ensure Iowa’s ag 
economy remains strong 
today and for generations 
to come. 

Because when agricul-
ture is strong, Iowa is 
strong.

farmers to sell their goods. 
These efforts work bet-

ter when they are bipar-
tisan, which means our 
leaders have to recognize 
that good ideas come from 
both sides of the aisle, 
and that it’s important to 
farmers and to the state of 
Iowa that we work togeth-

er to get things done.
Iowa Secretary of 

Agriculture Mike Naig 
proposed a new Farm Act 
recently, which calls for 
more money to maintain 
essential operations in 
animal health, food safety, 
consumer protection, and 
water quality initiatives as 
part of the Department’s 
FY27 proposal. Those ini-
tiatives are practical solu-
tions and much-needed. 

However, Iowa 
Republicans may have a 
challenging time coming 
up with practical solutions 
to help because they are 
facing a $1 billion revenue 
shortfall this year. 

Poor budgeting deci-
sions result in fewer 
opportunities to make 
a difference for farm-
ers who are struggling to 
survive when the cards 
are stacked against them 

with high costs, challeng-
ing weather, compromised 
markets, low commodity 
prices, and yes, impossi-
bly expensive health care 
premiums. 

After all, farmers have 
to take care of their fami-
lies, too.

While Republicans 
struggle this legislative 
session to come up with 
enough money to help — 
one thing is certain: We 

shouldn’t be making it 
harder for farmers like 
Larson to stay in business. 

Larson has tried 
to reach out to his 
Representative, Ashley 
Hinson, about his skyrock-
eting health care rates, 
but he hasn’t received 
much of a response.

Larson deserves a 
response. He needs a part-
ner with the government 
and good agricultural 

policy to help him suc-
ceed and mostly not hold 
him back. Like any typical 
Iowa farmer, he knows 
how to roll up his sleeves 
and go to work. 

Iowa is blessed with 
good soil, and Iowa farm-
ers are famous for their 
practical know-how, 
strong backs, and good old 
American ingenuity. 

We cannot afford to 
leave Iowa farmers behind.

Republican
From Page 3

Democratic
From Page 3

ous damage.
A Highway Helper 

employee erected a mes-
sage board to direct traffic 
to the passing lane and 
used a shovel to begin 
getting a ditch fire under 
control near the burning 
truck.

Stoolman said a sec-
ond fire, about a mile 
behind the truck, was put 
out by West Liberty Fire 

Department.
Tipton Fire arrived 

a few minutes later and 
helped the Highway 
Helper employee put out 
the first ditch fire.

Temperatures ranged in 
the mid-20s but the wind 
chill brought that down 
to about 12 degrees. The 
30-mph sustained wind 
included 45-mph gusts 
that made corralling the 
fire difficult. Firefighters 
had to chase down flames 
crossing the south fence 
line and heading toward a 

farm field.
WBFD focused its 

attention on the truck. 
Stoolman said he could 
not determine the cause 
of the fire, but theorized 
that one of the rear brakes 
overheated.

According to a post on 
the WBFD social media 
account, firefighters from 
all three departments off-
loaded the lumber and 
thoroughly sprayed the 
load to ensure the fire was 
completely out.

West Branch Police Sgt. 

Cathy Steen first arrived 
on the scene and blocked 
traffic until firefighters 
could arrive.

When the Liberty driv-
er pulled to the shoulder, 
traffic began merging to 
get around the fire.

Initially, emergency 
vehicles blocked both 
lanes of traffic to get the 
fire under control, but 
reopened the passing lane 
about 20 minutes later to 
relieve a roughly 1.5-mile 
backup.

Around 12:30 p.m., the 

merging traffic included 
two trucks bumping into 
each other trying to get by.

Iowa State Patrol Sgt. 
James Lancaster reported 
that Hector D. Cordova, 
56, of Grand Island, Neb., 
was driving a blue 2014 
Freightliner TT eastbound 
at the time of the side-
swipe. The other vehicle 
was a 2023 Freightliner 
TT driven by Paul Frito, 
51, of Indianapolis.

Lancaster reported that 
Cordova was in the passing 
lane when Frito moved to 

avoid the burning truck 
when the two collided 
causing minor damage to 
both vehicles.

The ISP report estimat-
ed about $100 in damage 
to Cordonva’s truck and no 
injury to the driver. The 
report states that Frito’s 
truck sustained about 
$1,000 in damage and no 
injury to the driver. 

Neither driver received a 
citation, though Lancaster 
reported that “improper 
or erratic lane changing” 
caused the impact.

Truck
From Page 1

West Branch firefighters responded to a truck fire Jan. 14 on Interstate 80 about a half a mile east of Delta Avenue. Burning debris falling off the truck set two ditch fires 
about a mile apart. Gregory R. Norfleet/West Branch Times

SCHOOL MENUS
School menus for  Jan 15 through 21 at West Branch 
Community Schools.
Student breakfast price is $1.85; lunch is $2.95 EK-8, 
$3.10 9-12. 

Elementary schools  
Thursday, Jan. 22 – B: Cinnamon French toast or 
cereal, fruit, fruit juice, milk. L: Nachos or chicken ra-
men, black bean salsa, shredded lettuce, chop suey 
vegetables, pineapple, fruit.
Friday, Jan. 23 – B: Donut holes or cereal, fruit, 
fruit juice, milk. L: Hamburger or pork chop on bun, 
mashed potatoes, celery, pears, fruit.
Monday, Jan. 26 – B: Egg bites & a roll or cereal, 
fruit, fruit juice, milk. L: Bosco sticks or chicken nug-
gets with roll, carrots, broccoli, mixed fruit, fruit.

Tuesday, Jan. 27 – B: Sausage pancake stick or ce-
real, fruit, fruit juice, milk. L:  Broccoli cheddar soup 
with garlic knot or ham and cheese wrap, cucum-
bers, romaine salad, apple sauce, fruit. 
Wednesday, Jan. 28 – B: Sausage on a biscuit or 
cereal, fruit, fruit juice, milk. L: Mr. Rib on bun or 
meatball sub, baked beans, roasted chick peas, 
pears, fruit. 

Middle-high schools  
Thursday, Jan. 22 – B: Cinnamon French toast or 
cereal, fruit, fruit juice, milk. L: Nachos or chicken ra-
men, shredded lettuce, diced tomatoes, chop suey 
vegetables, pineapple, fruit.
Friday, Jan. 23 – B: Donut holes or cereal, fruit, fruit 
juice, milk. L: Hamburger or pork chop on bun, car-

rots, broccoli, apple sauce, fruit.
Monday, Jan. 26 – B: Egg bites & a roll or cereal, 
fruit, fruit juice, milk. L: Bosco sticks or chicken nug-
gets with roll, carrots, broccoli, mixed fruit, fruit.
Tuesday, Jan. 27 – B: Sausage pancake stick or ce-
real, fruit, fruit juice, milk. L: Broccoli cheddar soup 
with garlic knot or ham and cheese wrap, cucum-
bers, romaine salad, apple sauce, fruit. 
Wednesday, Jan. 28 – B: Sausage on a biscuit or 
cereal, fruit, fruit juice, milk. L: Mr. Rib on bun or 
meatball sub, baked beans, roasted chick peas, 
pears, fruit. 
Students must take three components, one must 
be a fruit or vegetable. Students have choice of 
1% white, skim white or chocolate skim milk. High 
school choices include fruit and vegetable bar.
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