
PAGE

6 West Branch Times

August 27, 2026
Thursday,

Classified/Legals

Classifieds 
Get Results

SEE LEGALS, P7

 
CEDAR CO. – NEW LISTING! 59.49 Acres located 4½ miles west 
of Tipton. 39.80 Acres in CRP. An attractive recreational farm with 
potential as building site!  $8,500/acre. 
CEDAR CO. – PRICE REDUCED! 80.00 acres located 3 miles SE 
of Tipton. 76.57 crop acres with 90.00 CSR2. $16,750 $15,950/acre. 
CEDAR CO. – 77.16 acres located on the Cedar River, 10 miles E 
of West Branch. 34.50 crop acres with a 64.40 CSR2. An additional 
37.22 acres are forest reserve & 2.90 acres are in CRP. 
 $7,750/acre. 
JONES CO. – NEW LISTING! 90.90 acres located north of Ana-
mosa. 89.25 crop acres with a 69.70 CSR2. $13,250/Ac. 
JONES CO. – NEW LISTING! 22.60 acres located north of Ana-
mosa. 22.14 Crop acres with a 51.90 CSR2. $11,500/Ac. 
SCOTT CO. – 55.18 acres in Davenport along I-280. 45.09 crop 
acres with an 80.20 CSR2. $15,000/acre. 

FFAARRMMLLAANNDD  FFOORR  SSAALLEE  

All Acres are ‘More or Less’ unless noted 
wwwwww..HHeerrttzz..aagg  

Also Offering Professional Farm Management & Appraisal 

MMtt..  VVeerrnnoonn,,  IIAA  
331199..889955..88885588  

LLOOTTSS  FFOORR  SSAALLEE  
CEDAR CO. – A 1.49-acre lot located 3 miles south of West 
Branch, close to the Village of Downey.  
71 330th St., West Branch $99,500.00 
LINN CO. – PRICE REDUCED! 2.73 acres located SW of Mt. 
Vernon. A beautiful lot overlooking scenic views.   
898 Henik Rd., Mt. Vernon $199,000.00 $194,000.00 

Cedar county payroll
PAY DATE  8/07/2026

VENDOR                       VENDOR TOTAL
Benefits Inc.                                945.82
Phelps the Uniform Specialists      34.10
Cedar County Treasurer         80,832.22
Cedar County Treasurer         10,757.44
Cedar County Treasurer              361.82
Cedar County Treasurer              445.84
COUNTY TOTAL                      93,377.24
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Cedar county board
TIPTON, IOWA
August 11, 2026
Cedar County Board of Supervisors met 
in regular session at 8:30 a.m. August 
11, 2026 with following members pres-
ent: Bixler, Barnhart, Gaul and Pro-Tem 
Kaufmann.  Bell was absent.  Minutes 
reported by Deputy Auditor Hamdorf.  
Members of public were also present. 
Board viewed correspondence from vari-
ous agencies.
Moved by Gaul seconded by Bixler to 
approve agenda.
Ayes: All 
Absent: Bell
Moved by Barnhart seconded by Bixler 
to approve Board Minutes of August 4, 
2026.
Ayes: All
Absent: Bell
Moved by Bixler seconded by Barnart to 
approve Payroll Disbursements #206172 
– #206317 for period ending 8/1/2026 
and to be paid on 8/7/2026. This includes 
a payout for Phil LaRue.
Ayes: All
Absent: Bell
Moved by Barnhart seconded by Bixler 
to approve a new 5-day Class C Retail 
License with Outdoor Service for Bev 
Barbarian at Fair Ground effective 
9/3/2026.
Ayes: All
Absent: Bell
Board reported on Outreach/Committee 
Meetings they attended.  
Moved by Bixler seconded by Gaul to 
authorize Barnhart to sign official plat of 
survey for EMS property for future loca-
tion of an Ambulance building. 
Ayes: All
Absent: Bell
Moved by Bixler seconded by Gaul to 
approve waving liability insurance require-
ment for Cedar County Courthouse 
Grounds Use Application until January 
1, 2027.
Aye: All
Absent: Bell
At 8:45 a.m. Stephanie Lathrop, Carosh 
Compliance Solutions met with Board to 
discuss HIPAA renewal.  Lathrop pre-
sented Board with regulatory updates, 
On Demand Training Report, Audit 
and Management Program, Attestation 
Materials and Upcoming renewal docu-
ments.
Moved by Bixler seconded by Gaul to 
renew Cyber security program and HIPAA 
Select program with Carosh.
Ayes: All
Absent: Bell
Moved by Barnhart seconded by Bixler 
to approve Treasurer Investment Report 
ending on 6/30/2026.
Ayes: All
Absent: Bell
Moved by Gaul seconded by Barnhart to 
approve Semi-Annual Settlement Report.
Ayes: All
Absent: Bell
Moved by Bixler seconded by Barnhart 
to approve cancellation of Treasurer’s 
unclaimed fees.
Ayes: All
Absent: Bell
Moved by Gaul seconded by Barnhart to 
approve a utility permit for Eastern Iowa 
REC on King Avenue and $100 applies.
Ayes: All
Absent: Bell
Abstain: Bixler
Moved by Barnhart seconded by Bixler to 
adjourn at 9:45 a.m., to August 18, 2026.
Ayes: All
Absent: Bell

Jeff Kaufmann, Chair Pro-Tem
Nicki Welch, Auditor 
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West Branch city 
council

(The following is a synopsis of the min-
utes of the West Branch City Council 
meeting. A video recording is available 
for inspection at westbranchiowa.org.  
The minutes are not approved until the 
next regularly scheduled City Council 
meeting.) 
West Branch, Iowa; City Council; August 
17, 2026
Council Chambers; Regular Meeting; 
6:00 p.m.
Mayor Laughlin called the West Branch 
City Council regular meeting to order at 
6:00 p.m.
Roll call: Council members present; 
Jerry Sexton, Chantry Noel, Tom Dean 
and Mike Horihan. Colton Miller-Absent. 
City Staff present: City Clerk Alycia Friis, 
City Administrator Adam Kofoed, V&K  
Engineer Eric Gould, City Lawyer Kevin 
Olson, Deputy Clerk Jessica Brown.
Attending by Zoom: Library Director 
Jessie Shaffer.
APPROVE THE AGENDA
MOTION TO APPROVE THE AGENDA 
MADE BY DEAN AND SECOND BY 
SEXTON.  MOTION CARRIED ON A 
VOICE VOTE.
APPROVE CONSENT AGENDA
APPROVE MINUTES FROM THE 
AUGUST 3, 2026 CITY COUNCIL 
MEETING.
APPROVE CLASS “C” RETAIL 
ALCOHOL LICENSE RENEWAL FOR 
MEXICO LINDO
APPROVE CLAIMS FOR AUGUST 17, 
2026.
EXPENDITURES - 8/17/2026	
ACTION SEWER & SEPTIC-MAIN ST 
PROJECT ,STORM SEWER CLEAN 
OUT-4,300.00 
HD SUPPLY-CLEANING SUPPLIES – 
TH-11.67 
L. L. PELLING-ANNUAL SEAL COAT-
94,520.60 
SAFELITE GROUP-AUTOGLASS 
REPLACEMENT – PD-501.28 
STATE HYGIENIC LAB-LAB 
ANALYSIS-1,762.50 

 TOTAL--101,096.05 
PAYROLL-WAGES, TAXES, EMPLOYEE 
BENEFITS - 8/14/2026
70,452.58 
PAID BETWEEN MEETINGS
CHICAGO MOTORS-2021 FORD 
EXPLORER - PD-26,700.00 
FUSIONSITE MIDWEST-WAPSI PORT-
O-POTTY-249.10 
IMWCA	 -IMWCA EXP 
DISTRIBUTION FY27-3,890.00 
PETERSON CONTRACTORS-WAPSI 
CREEK WIDE PAY EST 6--32,423.38 
TRIPLE B CONSTRUCTION-W MAIN 
ST PAY EST 1--201,282.04 
VEENSTRA & KIMM-VARIOUS 
PROJECTS-30,413.16 
ALLIANT ENERGY-ALLIANT 
ENERGY-25,325.36 
AMAZON.COM-MULTIPLE ITEMS - LIB, 
CLERK, PD-375.83 
AT & T MOBILITY-WIRELESS 
SERVICE-258.22 
BEAN & BEAN-GRAVE 
OPENINGS-650.00 
CEDAR COUNTY COOP-FUEL - 
MOWER - CEMETERY – PW-1,051.64 
CEDAR COUNTY RECORDER-
RECORDING FEES-14.00 
E O JOHNSON-COPIER 
MAINTENANCE – CITY-178.65 
HAWKINS-CHEMICALS-2,863.22 
KANOPY-ON DEMAND VIDEO 
SERVICE-32.00 
LEAF CAPITAL FUNDING-COPIER 
LEASE – LIBRARY-194.53 
LIBERTY COMMUNICATIONS-LIBERTY 
COMMUNICATIONS-1,586.97 
LRS HOLDINGS-TRASH & RECYCLING 
JULY 2026-20,520.75 
MOPPY MO’S-JANITORIAL SERVICES 
- LIB, CITY, TH, P&R-945.00 
OVERDRIVE-DIGITAL & AUDIO 
BOOKS-148.13 
QUILL-OFFICE SUPPLIES - CITY 
OFFICE-49.71 
RELION-FY27 CRIME THEFT 
PREMIUM-173.00 
SUMMIT FIRE PROTECTION-ANNUAL 
FIRE EXT SERVICE-1,289.00 
TRUGREEN-LAWN TREATMENT - 
P&R-565.00 
WEST BRANCH REPAIRS-VEHICLE 
WORK -P&R, PD-386.95 
WEX BANK-VEHICLE FUEL-2,099.80 
VARIOUS VENDORS-UB 
REFUNDS-1,276.55 
SISCO-HEALTH CLAIMS 8-3-2026-
542.00 
SISCO-HEALTH CLAIMS 8-10-2026-
1,218.74 
GLOBAL PAYMENTS-POSTAGE FEES-
11.80 
CARDCONNECT-ANNUAL 
COMPLIANCE SVC FEE-29.99 
IOWA ALCOHOL BEV. DIVISION-FIRE 
DEPT HHTD ALCOHOL LICENSE-24.38 
IOWA ALCOHOL BEV. DIVISION-FIRE 
DEPT HHTD ALCOHOL LICENSE-24.38
TOTAL--356,793.28 
GRAND TOTAL 
EXPENDITURES--528,341.91 
FUND TOTALS
001   GENERAL FUND-146,015.47 
022   CIVIC CENTER-1,093.07 
031   LIBRARY-6,786.99 
036   TORT LIABILITY-125.00 
110   ROAD USE TAX-47,465.89 
112   TRUST AND AGENCY-18,885.85 
321   WIDENING WAPSI CREEK-
33,581.23 
331   CEDAR JOHNSON RD 
RECONS-1,278.10 
332   W MAIN ST IMPROVE-229,234.17 
600   WATER FUND-21,253.67 
610   SEWER FUND-17,800.56 
740   STORM WATER UTILITY-4,821.91 
GRAND FUND TOTAL-528,341.91
MOTION BY DEAN, SECOND BY 
HORIHAN TO APPROVE THE 
CONSENT AGENDA.  AYES: DEAN, 
HORIHAN, SEXTON, NOEL. NAYS: 
NONE. ABSENT: MILLER. MOTION 
CARRIED.
PRESENTATIONS / COMMUNICA-
TIONS / OPEN FORUM - NONE
PUBLIC HEARING / NON-CONSENT 
AGENDA
RESOLUTION 2026-84 APPROVING AN 
INVOICE IN THE AMOUNT OF $231.49 
TO EOCENE (FORMERLY KNOWN 
AS IMPACT7G INC.) FOR THE WAPSI 
CREEK WIDENING – SRF SPON-
SORED PROJECT./MOVE TO ACTION
MOTION BY DEAN, SECOND BY NOEL 
TO APPROVE RESOLUTION 2026-
84.  AYES: DEAN, NOEL, HORIHAN, 
SEXTON. NAYS: NONE. ABSENT: 
MILLER. MOTION CARRIED.
RESOLUTION 2026-85 APPROVING 
PAY ESTIMATE #2 IN THE AMOUNT 
OF $496,619.15 TO TRIPLE B 
CONSTRUCTION CORP FOR THE W 
MAIN STREET OVERLAY PROJECT./ 
MOVE TO ACTION 
MOTION BY DEAN, SECOND BY NOEL 
TO APPROVE RESOLUTION 2026-
85.  AYES: DEAN, NOEL, SEXTON, 
HORIHAN. NAYS: NONE. ABSENT: 
MILLER. MOTION CARRIED.
RESOLUTION 2026-86 APPROVING 
CHANGE ORDER #3 IN THE AMOUNT 
OF $3,629.73 FOR THE W MAIN 
STREET OVERLAY PROJECT./ MOVE 
TO ACTION.
MOTION BY NOEL, SECOND BY 
SEXTON TO APPROVE RESOLUTION 
2026-86.  AYES: NOEL, SEXTON 
HORIHAN, DEAN. NAYS: NONE. 
ABSENT: MILLER. MOTION CARRIED.
RESOLUTION 2026-87 APPROVING AN 
AGREEMENT FOR SOLID WASTE AND 
RECYCLING COLLECTION SERVICES 
WITH SMITH SANITATION SERVICES, 
LLC./ MOVE TO ACTION.
JOSH AND WES SMITH SHARED 
THAT 75% OF THE NEEDED CART 
INVENTORY HAS BEEN BROUGHT TO 
WEST BRANCH AND STAGED FOR 
DELIVERY. THEIR PLAN IS TO START 
DELIVERING CARTS AT THE END OF 
THE WEEK, EITHER THURSDAY AND 
FRIDAY OR FRIDAY AND SATURDAY. 
EACH RESIDENCE WILL HAVE A GAR-
BAGE AND RECYCLE CART IN THE 
SAME SIZE AS THEY CURRENTLY 
HAVE, ALONG WITH A FLYER SHAR-
ING INFORMATION ABOUT WHAT IS 
ACCEPTED AND NOT ACCEPTED 
THROUGH SMITH SANITATION. 
THEY WANTED TO ENSURE THAT 
RESIDENTS ARE AWARE OF THE 
NEW START TIME FOR PICK UP ON 
FRIDAYS.  SMITH WILL START PICK-
ING UP GARBAGE AND RECYCLE 

AT 6:00AM AND THEY ENCOUR-
AGE RESIDENTS TO HAVE THEIR 
CARTS OUT FOR PICK UP EITHER 
THURSDAY EVENING OR BEFORE 
6:00AM. THE FIRST SERVICE DAY 
FOR SMITH SANITATION WILL BE 
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 4, 2026. THERE 
WILL STILL BE STICKERS SOLD TO 
BE PLACED ON BULKY ITEMS OR 
ADDITIONAL BAGS THAT DO NOT 
FIT IN THE GARBAGE CARD.  THESE 
WILL BE $3.50 EACH AND SOLD AT 
CITY HALL AND JACK AND JILL.
MOTION BY DEAN, SECOND BY NOEL 
TO APPROVE RESOLUTION 2026-
87.  AYES: DEAN, NOEL, HORIHAN, 
SEXTON. NAYS: NONE. ABSENT: 
MILLER. MOTION CARRIED.
RESOLUTION 2026-88 APPROVING 
THE CEDAR COUNTY HAZARD 
MITIGATION PLAN FOR THE CITY OF 
WEST BRANCH, IOWA./ MOVE TO 
ACTION.
MOTION BY NOEL, SECOND BY DEAN 
TO APPROVE RESOLUTION 2026-
88.  AYES: NOEL, DEAN, SEXTON, 
HORIHAN. NAYS: NONE. ABSENT: 
MILLER. MOTION CARRIED.
FIRST READING – ORDINANCE 840 
AMENDING CHAPTER 92 – WATER 
RATES./ MOVE TO ACTION.
DISCUSSION ABOUT THE ADDITION 
OF THE FOLLOWING TO THE WATER 
RATES ORDINANCE: “THE WATER 
RATE PER 1000 GALLONS SHALL 
INCREASE ANNUALLY EACH JULY 
1ST THEREAFTER BY TWO PERCENT 
(2%).”. THIS ENSURES THAT THE 
ORDINANCE REFLECTS THE SAME 
AS THE VERBIAGE FOR THE SEWER 
RATES.
MOTION BY DEAN, SECOND BY 
SEXTON TO APPROVE THE FIRST 
READING OF ORDINANCE 840.  AYES: 
DEAN, SEXTON, HORIHAN, NOEL. 
NAYS: NONE. ABSENT: MILLER. 
MOTION CARRIED
RESOLUTION 2026-89 APPROVING 

THE GENERAL AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE AND 
THE CITY OF WEST BRANCH, IOWA 
REGARDING SNOW REMOVAL, ROAD 
STRIPING, BRINE PRODUCTION & 
STORAGE./ MOVE TO ACTION.
MOTION BY SEXTON, SECOND BY 
DEAN TO APPROVE RESOLUTION 
2026-89.  AYES: SEXTON, DEAN, 
NOEL, HORIHAN. NAYS: NONE. 
ABSENT: MILLER. MOTION CARRIED
DISCUSSION ITEMS
a.	 Reimbursement for the 
sidewalk on the Corner of 5th St. and 
College St – Road Improvement –
The sidewalk located at the corner of 
5th St. and College St. was damaged 
approximately 5 years ago due to the 
removal of a tree by city staff. The dis-
cussion was around the estimate that 
was given by Hatfield of $2400.00 for the 
repairs. Council agreed that this damage 
was due to city work, so it should be 
repaired by the city. City Lawyer Olsen 
will draft an agreement to move forward.
CITY ADMINISTRATOR REPORT – 
None
CITY ATTORNEY REPORT – None
CITY ENGINEER REPORT – Engineer 
Gould shared the W Main Street Overlay 
project should be wrapped up by the end 
of this week, and just in time for school 
to start back up on Monday. Seeding will 
be done following.
STAFF REPORTS – Brown shared 
information on a subject about landlords 
being kept in the loop on renter delin-
quencies on utilities. She stated that she 
called 8 other cities of various size to 
see what their process is when a renter 
moved out and the in between time of 
renters occupying the parcel and vari-
ous questions on how rental properties 
are handled within their cities. She also 
shared that there are different rules and 
regulations for electric services vs water 

and sewer.
City Clerk Friis discussed the current 
rate for sewer that is charged quarterly 
to Cambio Community for the new sec-
tion of West Branch Village (Grant St. 
and Lou Henry Lane). With the annual 
increase of 2% to our residential sewer 
rate each year, the question came up of 
why were we not increasing our monthly 
rate for this area as well. In discussion, 
the council members agreed that this 
needed to be looked at and adjusted. 
Friis and Kofoed will pull together a 
recommendation and ask for approval of 
the recommendation at the next council 
meeting.  
Friis also shared the opportunity she had 
to go through the IPAWS/RAVE alert-
ing system training last week with the 
Emergency Management team. This sys-
tem allows the City Clerks within Cedar 
County the ability to share information on 
3 areas such as boil orders, water main 
breaks and snow emergencies, through 
this system to then send out an alert 
message by cellular device to residents 
in that area. This would increase our 
level of communication and will now be 
utilized for these 3 warnings/alerts.
COMMENTS FROM MAYOR AND 
COUNCIL MEMBERS – 
MAYOR LAUGHLIN SHARED THAT 
THE WB LIBRARY EARNED ACCREDI-
TATION OF TIER III FROM THE STATE 
OF IOWA AND HAS MAINTAINED THIS 
FOR THE LAST 3 YEARS. THIS IS THE 
HIGHEST LEVEL OF ACCREDITATION 
THAT A LIBRARY CAN RECEIVE FROM 
THE STATE. DISCUSSION ABOUT A 
SUCCESSFUL HOOVER HOMETOWN 
DAYS WAS SHARED ALONG WITH 
THE PRESIDENTIAL LIBRARY AND 
MUSEUM REOPENING AND THE 
VISITORS FROM TENNESSEE THAT 
BROUGHT A TEAM TO EXPERIENCE 
HOOVER BALL AND SHARE IN THE 
FESTIVITIES. SOME DISCUSSION 
AROUND AN INCIDENT WITH YOUTH 

THAT WERE RIDING ON AN EBIKE, 
RUNNING INTO A PEDESTRIAN DUR-
ING HOOVER HOMETOWN DAYS 
WEEKEND. IT APPEARS THAT THE 
RIDER WAS UNDER THE AGE OF 
16. SOME OF THE SUGGESTIONS 
WERE TO ENSURE THAT RIDERS 
THAT ARE 15 YEARS OF AGE AND 
UNDER WOULD BE REQUIRED TO 
WEAR A HELMET AND TO POSSIBLY 
ENFORCE THAT NOT MORE THAN 
1 RIDER AT A TIME CAN BE RIDING 
THE EBIKE AT A TIME. CITY LAWYER 
OLSEN WILL BE LOOKING INTO 
THE STATE LAWS AND REGULA-
TIONS ABOUT EBIKES, THE TIERS 
OF THE BIKES AND THE CURRENT 
RULES AROUND THEM TO FURTHER 
THE DISCUSSION AS TO IF WEST 
BRANCH NEEDED TO UPDATE AND 
ENFORCE AN ORDINANCE ON THIS 
SUBJECT. THE LAST QUESTION WAS 
ABOUT THE LIONS CLUB PICKLEBALL 
COURTS AT CUBBY PARK AND 
WHERE THE PROJECT WAS AT IN 
THE DEVELOPMENT PHASE. ADAM 
WILL FOLLOW UP AND INFORM THE 
COUNCIL.
ADJOURNMENT
MOTION TO ADJOURN BY DEAN, 
SECOND BY NOEL.  MOTION CAR-
RIED ON A VOICE VOTE.  CITY 
COUNCIL MEETING ADJOURNED AT 
6:42 P.M.

 __________________
ROGER LAUGHLIN, MAYOR    

ATTEST: 
________________

ALYCIA FRIIS, CITY CLERK 
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